



TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard
May 9, 2013
   Approved Minutes
VICIOUS DOG HEARINGS
7:00pm Case #1 – Greenia / Greenia / Mosher / Hemingway – Carter Hill Rd.
7:40pm Case #2 – Messier / Begnoche – Country Club Rd.

NOTE:  All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

A. Call to order & roll call
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Henry Rainville, Chair.  
Present were:  Henry Rainville, Selectboard Chair;  Jeff Towle, Vice Chair;  Luke Choiniere, Member;  Heidi Britch-Valenta, Town Administrator;  Wendi Dusablon, Town Clerk;  Raymond Dixon, Animal Control Officer.
Public:   Please refer to sign in sheet

B. Vicious dog hearing – Greenia / Greenia / Mosher / Hemingway
There was no one present from the Greenia / Greenia / Mosher / Hemingway family at this hearing.  Everyone was properly noticed via certified mail and regular mail.  Present was Lime Kiln Rd. resident, Ralph Comiskey.  Ray Dixon stated the history of this situation which involves two husky dogs owned by Robbie Greenia Jr.  We had previously met, just last week on May 2nd, regarding these two dogs.  Ray Dixon stated that on May 4th he received yet another complaint of these two dogs at large and he could not catch them.  These dogs were supposed to be under quarantine until May 7th due to an earlier issue involving a scratch and these dogs being unvaccinated and unlicensed.  The owner of the dogs is Robbie Greenia, Jr.  His father Robert Greenia is the one who made the agreement at the May 2nd meeting to take care of the dogs.   The dogs were to be quarantined at the home of Sharon & Douglas Mosher for a total of 10 days, ending on May 7, 2013.  This did not happen.  Henry Rainville asked for clarification on where Robert Greenia (Sr.) is living.  Ray stated that he lives with the Moshers on Carter Hill Rd.  However, Robert Greenia listed Sheldon VT as his address on the sign in sheet at the May 2nd meeting.   Ray further stated that on May 8th these huskys got into another altercation with Eric Pelican’s dogs on Olds Drive.  Also on May 8th, there was a report from 101 Lime Kiln Rd. that the dogs were on the loose again and after chickens at the residence of Jameson Fortin.  Ray further received a complaint on May 8th  from an Olds Drive resident, Dawn Lapan, that these dogs had chased her young son when he got off the school bus.  He was not hurt, but very frightened.   The dog fight on Olds Drive did do some harm to Eric Pelican’s dog, which is a bull mastiff.   Henry asked if Mr. Pelican had attended any of these meetings, no he has not.  Joseph Laviolette is the individual who was previously scratched by one of the huskys during an earlier incident.   Mr. Laviolette is now incarcerated at the correctional facility in St. Albans and he has been notified that he may have been possibly exposed to rabies.   We have a signed acknowledgement from Mr. Laviolette.   Ray has previously been to the residence of Nicole Hemingway on May 4th with State Police and they refused to surrender the dogs.   The residents informed Ray that one dog had left Highgate, but this did not prove to be true.  Ray saw both dogs on May 8th, still in Highgate.  Henry Rainville asked if there was any more testimony, or if Ralph Comiskey had anything to add.  Jeff Towle commented that Officer Champagne could not do anything on the May 4th visit to obtain the dogs because they did not have the proper warrant.  This is a separate warrant than what the Selectboard signs with regard to unlicensed dogs.  The warrant needed would need to be drafted as a result of a vicious dog hearing, and be drawn up by an attorney.  Heidi Britch-Valenta had the documents already prepared so they could be executed at this meeting.   Henry asked what we have for written documentation regarding these dogs.  Heidi stated we have the following:  a scratch / bite report, photos submitted with regard to killed and injured chickens from the Comiskeys, a written complaint from George Barton, emails from Vicki Shepard Butler, and a written complaint from Dawn Lapan.  We do not have anything in writing from Eric Pelican.   Heidi reiterated that as a result of the Moshers not keeping the dogs confined for 10 days that Mr. Laviolette had to be served with a notice to seek medical attention.  Henry Rainville read the warrant and order aloud (copy attached to these minutes).  Motion by Luke Choiniere to sign the order and warrant, seconded by Henry Rainville – APPROVED.   Discussion:  Heidi wanted to clarify that the paperwork states and / or destroy, so the animals can go to the Humane Society and it would be at their discretion.   Jeff also clarified that all were in agreement that these dogs need to be picked up by Ray Dixon and brought to the Humane Society for placement.  Michelle Gagnon, who was present for the second hearing, asked what will happen if they won’t take the dogs, what will happen to these dogs?  Henry is not sure, but is not willing to give this another chance, we have had too many complaints and incidents already.   Henry left the meeting last week feeling comfortable it would be dealt with, and that only lasted five days.  Henry also clarified it would be at the discretion of the ACO to impound / and or destroy the animals.  Henry wants to give these dogs a chance with the right owners, this may not be the dogs fault.   Henry wanted it clear in the minutes that none of the individuals showed up for this hearing, so they did not testify.  The motion has been made and seconded that we are issuing the order and warrant with corrections agreed upon.  

C. Vicious dog hearing – Messier / Begnoche 
Nate Messier and Kristen Begnoche, dog owners, were not present.  Neighbors from Country Club Road were present:  Darlene & Duane Wells, Michelle Gagnon and Raymond Desrochers.  Ray Dixon began by stating that the incident happened on May 5th and a written complaint from Darlene Wells was received on May 7th.  Ray has not done anything yet, but we have had two previous hearings on these dogs (August 27, 2012 and November 15, 2012), so we are familiar with the situation.  Last week, Ray received an unofficial report that the dogs were at large, and that the batteries in their collars were supposedly dead.   Jeff Towle asked for clarification on the earlier hearings.  The first was a vicious dog hearing 8-27-12 and the seconded was 11-15-12 because the owners had violated the first order, and the board gave them a break because it was attributed to the batteries in their collars.    Darlene Wells explained the situation where the Messier / Begnoche dogs attacked her sons dog, Gunner, on Sunday May 5th (see written complaint attached to these minutes).  Darlene feels these dogs are vicious, and stated the owners did not come back to apologize or check on Gunner.  Darlene did admit she acted badly as a result of the incident.  Ray Desrochers stated that a week prior to this incident he saw the dogs out three days in a row.  He feels it is not safe to walk through the Country Club again this year because of these dogs.  They have tried to work this out, but are not having good results.  Darlene Wells compared one of these dogs to Kujo, stating she was very scared and shaking after the incident on May 5th.  Michelle Gagnon stated she does not walk down that end of the road and has not for a long time.  Henry Rainville wants it noted in the minutes that Ms. Begnoche’s father, Michael, is his cousin.  If anyone wants Henry to recuse himself, he certainly will.  There were no objections to Henry participating in this hearing.  Michelle Gagnon reminded the board that these dogs have already been given another chance (November, 2012).  Heidi had also prepared documents similar to the earlier case, if this is something the board wants to consider (copies attached to these minutes).  Motion by Luke Choiniere that these two dogs belonging to Kristen Begnoche and Nate Messier be picked up by Raymond Dixon and / or 1) impounded at the Humane Society 2) destroyed, seconded by Jeff Towle with amendment to add a third option 3) have the dogs removed from the town of Highgate, amendment seconded by Henry Rainville – APPROVED.  Discussion:  the preference for this situation is to have the dogs removed from Highgate.  If this is not possible, they will be turned over to the Humane Society, and if the Humane Society deems them vicious and not able to place them, then destroyed as a last option.   If these dogs end up in another town, we will need to notify that town.  Heidi wanted to retrace what had transpired at the August 27, 2012 meeting.  She read the conclusion from the minutes of August 27th.  Michelle Gagnon asked to clarify, if the dogs leave town, would they be allowed to “visit” on Country Club Road?  No.  Michelle commented that moving them to another town will  just mean we are moving the problem.  Ray Desrochers said the issue is control and it is an owner issue.   The residents of Country Club Road asked for a time frame in which these dogs will be picked up.  This will be happening tomorrow, Friday, May 10, 2013, if at all possible.

D. Town Administrator
1. Animal complaint protocol
Heidi wishes to clarify the chain of command with regard to animal complaints.  Dog bite reports should go to Luke Choiniere, Health Officer.  If it is a non-health issue, Ray Dixon can contact any Selectboard member.  Heidi feels it will work more efficiently if there is one point of contact.  Ray will contact Luke first and reach out to the others if needed.  Ray took Luke’s cell phone for future reference.   Heidi also requests that in the future, we do not have any family members quarantine animals.  
2. Gore Road waiver of setback request 
There is a proposed manure pit and request for guard rails on Gore Rd. at the Denis Rainville farm.  Henry Rainville feels this is not a good idea.  Heidi stated the only change could be for this is to move further north.  The Highgate Selectboard has an opportunity comment, but the State of VT approves it.   The move is an attempt to move the manure pit away from the stream.  The current manure pit is on non-native soil, which makes it less stable.  Henry feels this would be a possible hazard to traffic and farm equipment, especially those coming off the Tarte Road.  

E. Selectboard items 
1. HVAC
We have received a quote from CSI (Climate Systems Inc.) for the HVAC work (copy attached to these minutes).   Estimated cost $42,215.00, sales tax excluded.  Included in the proposal:  all material needed for proper installation, start up, test and adjust according to mfg. specs for optimal efficiency and operation, one year warranty on parts and labor.  Excluded from the proposal:  power wiring, gas piping, cutting patching or construction of room for equipment.   Motion by Jeff Towle to accept the proposal from CSI for the HVAC project, seconded by Henry Rainville – APPROVED.
2. Tri-Town 
Heidi asked the board if they had any interest in submitting anything to the St. Albans Messenger prior to the vote in Swanton on May 14th.  The board has decided not to submit a letter to the editor.  
3. Park benches
Henry would like to see if Brian Spears would put some sealant on the wooden benches between the salon / gun shop and the vet on Gore Rd.
4. Misc.
Jean Gagne is looking to run a gymnastics clinic at the arena.  Just mats and a beam on the floor.  Wondered if this would fall under the towns insurance umbrella.  Henry, Luke & Jeff have no problem with this.

F. Upcoming Events
May 13		5:00pm			Deadline for Selectboard petitions
May 14		7:00am – 7:00pm	Swanton arena vote @ village complex
May 27		11:00am & 1:00pm	BBQ & parade
May 28		6:00pm			combined ZBA & PC meeting
June 3		6:00pm			PC meeting
June 8		1:00pm-2:00pm	VAE antique car tour stop at Municipal Bldg.
June 13		6:00pm			ZBA meeting
June 18		7:00am-7:00pm	Selectboard special election in Highgate
July 27		1:00pm – end		250 Anniversary Celebration in Highgate



G. Executive Session for legal matter 
Motion by Henry Rainville to enter into executive session for a legal matter @ 8:35pm, seconded by Luke Choiniere – APPROVED.
Motion by Jeff Towle to exit executive session @ 9:15pm, seconded by Luke Choiniere – APPROVED.
		
H. Adjournment
Motion by Henry Rainville to adjourn the meeting @ 9:18pm, seconded by Jeff Towle – APPROVED.





	Respectfully submitted by:


____________________________Wendi Dusablon,  Town Clerk


	Minutes approved by:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	         	____________________________ Jeff Towle, Selectboard Vice-Chair
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