



TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard
May 30, 2013 @ 6:30pm
Selectboard Candidate Forum & Selectboard Meeting
Approved Minutes

A. Selectboard Candidate Forum with Richard Coperthwaite @ 6:30pm
	Present were Dean Fackler, Diana Durkee O’Hara, Andy King & Steve Bushey.  Unable to attend was Chris Yates.  The forum continued until 7:30pm and addressed issues such as:  the Highgate Arena, the Machia Road bridge, Walmart, and speeding issues.  This was filmed to be televised on NorthWest Access TV.  

B. Call to order & roll call 
The meeting was called to order @ 7:43pm by Henry Rainville, Chair.
Present were:  Henry Rainville, Jeff Towle, Luke Choiniere, Heidi Britch-Valenta, and Wendi Dusablon.

C. Animal Control Officer Update 
· Ray Dixon was present to update the board on some recent dog issues in town.  The two husky dogs from Carter Hill Road were recently picked up with a court issued warrant.  Ray brought the animals to the vet for their vaccinations on May 23rd.  Robbie Greenia Jr. showed up at the vet with some other individuals demanding his dogs back.   Ray had the dogs in metal crates in the back of his truck and went into the office to do paperwork.  He was notified by a young lady that the dogs had just been taken from his truck.  Sure enough, when Ray got outside, the dogs were gone.  Ray called Trooper Smith, who said they could not do much.  Heidi was able to get some results on the following day.  Ray received a phone call just tonight (May 30) that both Robbie Greenia Jr. and Robert Greenia Sr. were in custody for this incident.   Also today (May 30), Ray received a call from the Humane Society that a husky dog was brought there.  They called Ray with this information.  Ray made arrangement for these people, Ronnie Rich and his daughter Karen Rich, to bring the dog to the Highgate Town Office.  Ray met them here.  The dog is visibly pregnant.  Ray brought the dog to the vet to finish the vaccinations and the dog is now at the kennel.  Henry Rainville asked for clarification on who dropped off the dogs at the town office today.  It was Ronnie Rich and his daughter Karen Rich.  They have a connection to the Greenia family.  
·  Ray Dixon asked the board for confirmation on what they want him to do about people that flat out refuse to register their dogs.  Jeff Towle wants everyone treated the same.  Heidi feels we are spending a lot of time and town resources on dog issues.  
· We also had a dog incident on Sunday, May 26th.   Wendi received a phone call at home at 6:20am regarding three dogs (boxers / boxer mix) that were on Lamkin causing a lot of issues at the home of Bob & Martha Graham.  They were being very aggressive.  Martha could not reach Ray Dixon, but Wendi was able to reach him on his cell phone.    These dogs belong to Lucas Kane on St. Armand Road.  Ray was able to pick them up and find out who they belong to.  These dogs are not yet registered.  They came in a few weeks ago and one of the dogs had out dated shots, so they said they would be back.  They have not been back as of yet.    The board questioned why Ray did not know the dogs were not registered.  Ray will start making this part of his protocol when he picks up dogs, and if they are not licensed they will not be returned to the owners, they will go the humane society.   
· The Messier / Begnoche issue on Country Club Road has come up again.  Their house is for sale and Heidi had a visit from a neighbor who was very upset that these dogs were picked up.  This neighbor, Mrs. Levesque, has stated she will get an attorney.  Heidi has copied her on all the documentation regarding the three hearings we have had on these dogs, and all the complaints we have received.  Henry Rainville is comfortable with the way we handled the situation.  These dogs are now in the town of Franklin with family members.  
· We have had two dog bite complaints in the past year from Theresa LaPlante.  She does not live in Highgate, and the dogs are not from Highgate, but she is being bit in the town of Highgate.  It would appear that from the information we have that a dog grooming or dog training business is going on in Highgate that we are not aware of.  Heidi will try and gather more information.

D. Road Commissioner Protocol & Hwy Dept. misc.
· Jeff Towle expressed some concerns and frustrations regarding the communication between himself and the road crew.  They should be coming to him with issues, and they are not, they are going to Henry.   Henry agreed that we need to fix the communication piece.   Also, the road crew still has an issue with the personnel policy.  We will address that as an agenda item for the road crew at a regular Selectboard meeting.  
· Heidi has questions about the paving grant.  Steve is ready to get a quote on paving.  We do not yet know if we have a class II paving grant.  Heidi would also like a set policy about bids to protect ourselves.  That conversation also needs to take place with the highway department.  
· Jeff asked Henry if he communicates with Steve Ploof  by calling or stopping by.  Henry usually stops by and documents what he sees.   Dean Fackler was in the audience and asked if Durkee Road could ever be paved.  Henry commented that many of our roads need to be rebuilt before they could be paved.  

E. Other Business
· Approve 207 temporary road request – We have a request from the engineers working on the 207 bridge to access the abutment with a temporary road.  Swanton owns a strip of stream along the bank, and they have been notified.  Steve Ploof has gone to look at the site, and he has no problem with it.  Motion by Henry Rainville to approve this temporary road request, seconded by Jeff Towle – APPROVED.
· Pawn broker request – Aaron Roberts has applied for a pawn broker license that needs approval from the Selectboard.  This will be in a small section above his garage located at 6635 VT Route 78 in East Highgate.  This does not require a conditional use review based on the criteria submitted.  Motion by Henry Rainville to approve the pawn broker license request and sign off on the letter of support submitted by Aaron Roberts, seconded by Jeff Towle – APPROVED.  
· Better Back Roads Grant Concepts – Steve Ploof and Heidi met with Jim Smith (consultant).  They were heading to Rice Hill, Jones Road area and stopped to look at a site on Durkee Road which is a horrible problem area.  It is much more complex than the Jones Road site.   The Durkee Road site is owned by Mr. Sweet and would involve Friends of Northern Lake Champlain kicking in funds and working with the landowner.  The problem on Durkee Road is erosion.  We could accomplish the Jones Road project with the BBR grant.  The other is a water quality issue and will take more than the $10,000.00 grant and also require land owner permission.  Highgate has never received a BBR grant.  Applications are not out yet, but Highgate will be ready to apply.  Heidi will attempt to contact Mr. Sweet also.  
· Waugh Farm lease – Heidi called Cathy Montagne.  Cathy will be here on Monday, June 3rd to sign the lease.  It if doesn’t happen on Monday, it probably won’t happen.  Henry asked if the Montagne’s sold some property nearby to the Nelsons, Cathy Montagne told Heidi that has not happened.  Henry also asked if there was any language in the lease about subletting.  Heidi is not sure.   Heidi has the green light to advertise the rent of the 10 acres on Waugh Farm if Cathy Montagne does not show up on Monday to sign.  
· AOT letter regarding speed reduction request – Heidi drafted a letter in response to the Route 78 request for a speed limit reduction.  Motion by Henry Rainville to sign off on the letter, seconded by Jeff Towle – APPROVED.
· Vendor ordinance – Heidi noted there was a gentleman recently in Frog Pond selling trees.  Heidi stopped and notified him that he needed a permit to do that.  Heidi asked about all the vendors coming for the 250 celebration on July 27.  The spirit of the 250 event is that we are inviting them in for the day, so no permits are needed.  Jeff Towle does not want to see vendors like Mr. Sausage or Blooming Onion at our event.  He does not want to see people competing with the free food we are providing for the 250 celebration.  Henry agrees, no permits required for that day.  
· Roadside mowing – Steve would like to start mowing next week.  
· Dog ordinance – the breed specific ban has come up again.  A resident of Carter Hill was asking questions regarding American Pit Bull Terriers vs. Stratfordshire Bull Terriers.  She has read the ordinance which specificially bans the Stratfordshire Bull Terrier and cross breeds of it.  The Selectboard would like to wait until we have our two new board members before we proceed with re-doing the ordinance.  
· Misc. – Walter Opuszynski from Northern Forest Canoe called Jeff Towle yesterday.   He is planning an emergency response drill along the Highgate Falls portage for June 14th.  He will have his interns there and have a mock disaster situation.  His staff is not aware of the drill, it will be a surprise situation and a teaching tool.  Heidi noted that this organization is another economic driver in our community.  Henry asked that we have Walter submit something in writing with regard to the drill planned for June 14th.
· Tri-Town meeting on June 12th – Lisa Larivee from Franklin inquired today to be sure that Highgate was on board for the June 12th meeting in Franklin.  Yes, Highgate will be in attendance.

F. Adjournment
Motion by Henry Rainville to adjourn the meeting at 9:35pm, seconded by Luke Choiniere – APPROVED.




		Respectfully submitted by:

         	  ____________________________Wendi Dusablon,  Town Clerk


		Minutes approved by:
    	         	  ____________________________Henry Rainville, Selectboard Chair
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