



TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard Site Visit
June 28, 2013
Approved Minutes
The Selectboard met outside of their regularly scheduled meetings to perform site visits. Present were: Steve Bushey, Luke Choiniere, Andy King, Henry Rainville, and Jeff Towle.  

Others present:  Heidi Britch-Valenta, Town Administrator, Steve Ploof, Highway Foreman,  and James “Buzz” Surwillo, ANR Solid Waste Management Division.

ANR site visit to brush depot sites
The Board met at 9:00am at the municipal office and proceeded to Transfer Station Road to perform a site visit to two proposed locations for organic material.   The board met with Buzz Surwillo to understand the guidelines for permitting a site for residents to deposit leaves, sticks, brush, etc to comply with upcoming regulations that will prohibit the organic material from entering the landfill. 

The group continued on to the town organic material site which will be permitted as a site for use for town projects only.   The guidelines were discussed.   The board asked Heidi to complete the necessary applications for both sites.

FEMA home buyout request
The Board continued on to River View Drive to view the site of two homes that are petitioning the Selectboard to apply to FEMA to purchase their homes.  Larry and Catherine Simmons-38 River View Drive and Brian and Wendi Garey- 70 River View Drive were the focus of the visits.

Other Business-  The board returned to the Municipal Office at 10:40 to handle other business
FEMA-  the board reviewed the information they had and discussed the site.   They requested further information regarding the potential for future liability to the state if the slide became a hazard to the state road. 

The Board also requested a commitment from the landowners that there would be a 2% good faith match from the landowners to cover any contingency expenses that are not covered by the 2% allowed for expenses in the grant.   

The Board asked Heidi to discuss the liability connected with accepting the site with the Town Attorney.  

MOTION- Steve made a motion to  TABLE the issue until answers to the questions raised can be determined.  Henry seconded the motion.  APPROVED.

DRY HYDRANT GRANT- Heidi shared information regarding the $2,500  dry hydrant application for the Fire Department and asked the Board to commit to the required $833 match.   

MOTION- Steve made a motion to authorize the application to the Dry Hydrant Grant Program and committed to the match of $833, Henry seconded the motion . APPROVED. 
VT GAS- Steve provided an update on the progress with VT Gas to convert and connect to natural gas for the HVAC system.  He had an agreement but had not received all of the necessary data to have the board sign.   Heidi will track down further information and forward to the board.  

ROAD CROSSING REQUEST- Jeff gave an update on a request from Martin LaFrance to bore under Tanglewood Drive to restore power to his home.   Jeff authorized the emergency action.  

MUNICIPAL PARCEL- Heidi gave an update on the progress of the potential sale of two small parcels that the Selectboard has interest in selling.    The board asked to have all info on the parcels consolidated for one meeting to review. 

TRI-TOWN- The board discussed the letter from Swanton and the impact their withdrawal from the tri-town will have.  The board agreed to the tentative date put forth by the Tri-Town Recreation Committee of July 24th at 6:00pm here at the Highgate Office. 

Steve left the meeting.   Henry adjourned the business portion of the meeting at 12:00pm.  The board continued on to perform a further site visit. 

Pine Forest Municipal Property
The Board continued on to the Pine Forest property on Mill Hill to consider its value and potential as a municipal parcel. 

The Board completed the site visit at 12:30 and adjourned.

NOTE:  All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.


Upcoming events
July 1		6pm	Planning Comm. – Suncommon Solar Presentation
July 4&5			Municipal Offices – closed 
July 11		6pm	250 Planning Mtg.
July 11		7pm	Selectboard Mtg.
July 18		6pm	Zoning Board of Adj.
July 24th 		6pm	Tri-Town Mtg - Highgate
July 27		1pm	Historical Sites Tour – 250 Celebration
July 27		3pm	250 Celebration @ Highgate Arena


	 Respectfully submitted by:
[bookmark: _GoBack]             Heidi Britch-Valenta
	 Town Administrator


	Minutes approved by:
    	           ____________________________Henry Rainville, Chair
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