TOWN OF HIGHGATE

Planning Commission / Zoning Board of Adjustment

MINUTES

June 3, 2013

NOTE:  All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present were:

Planning Commission Members: Shawn Neill - Chairman, David Cadieux, Pauline Decarreau, Woody Rouse, Bruce Ryan and Paulette Unwin.

Members not present: Pete Paquette 
Staff: Heidi Britch-Valenta - Planning & Zoning Administrator, Erin Rocheleau - Planning & Zoning Clerk

Public:  Cindy Shedrick - Highgate resident, Ray Gagner - Highgate resident, David Armstrong - Transit Planner, Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA), Meredith Birkett - Director of Planning, The Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA), Dan Conant - Solar Community Organizer, Sun Common, Katelin Brewer-Colie - Regional Planner, Northwest Regional Planning Commission, and Amanda Holland - Northwest Regional Planning Commission

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS 


Andre and Linda Gagne - Durkee Road, Lot 2, 2008 Subdivision, VT Route 78


Boundary Line Adjustment 


Boundary Line Adjustment - 50-foot adjustment of the existing property line

Andre and Linda Gagne were not present for the hearing.  

MOTION: Mr. Shawn Neill made motion to move the Andre and Linda Gagne Boundary Line Adjustment hearing to the next scheduled Planning Commission meeting On Monday, July 1, 2013.  Mr. Bruce Ryan seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

III. OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Public Transportation - The Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA) / Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA)

David Armstrong - Transit Planner, Green Mountain Transit Agency (GMTA), Meredith Birkett - Director of Planning, The Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA),
B. Public Comment
Cindy Shedrick and Ray Gagler, Highgate residents asked the Board questions regarding the possible purchase of a Highgate Center property.  Ms. Shedrick discussed the possibilities of purchasing a property and converting it into a mixed use property containing 4-apartments and a retail shop.  Ms. Shedrick presented the Board with a rough sketch of her proposed property conversion.  The Board explained to Ms. Shedrick and Mr. Gagler that they would need to talk with the State of Vermont regarding wastewater and storm water permits, and then apply to the Highgate Zoning Board of Adjustment for a Mixed Use Permit.  The Board was unable to give any advice until Ms. Shedrick and Mr. Gagler present a plan proposal.  6:29 hearing closed.
C. Sun Common - Solar energy
Dan Conant from Sun Common spoke to the Board about the possibility of giving a Solar presentation at the next Planning Commission meeting on July 1, 2013.  Mr. Conant works for Sun Common, a local non-profit company that is bringing affordable solar options to home owners, municipalities and farms in Franklin County.  It was decided by the Board that a representative from Sun Common will give a presentation on July 1st for the Board as well as the Highgate community.  

D. Discussion of Bylaw Review Timeline - Northwest Regional Planning Commission – Katelin Brewer-Colie and Amanda Holland
Katelin Brewer-Colie spoke to the Board about the review of Highgate’s current Bylaws.  There was a discussion regarding home occupations in comparison to home businesses.  The Board decided that there should be a clarification of what is allowed as far as running a home business and a home occupation in the residential areas of Highgate.  
There was also a discussion amongst the Board members and Ms. Brewer-Colie about regulating different forms of alternative energy.  Currently wind, and solar are not addressed in the Highgate Bylaws.  The Board would like to add alternative energy resources in the Bylaw review.  
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: Mr. Neill made motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m. Ms. Unwin seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Erin Rocheleau, Planning & Zoning Clerk

Minutes approved by:

____________________________                          _______________

Shawn Neill                                                     


Date
Joint Meeting Chair
