




TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard
Special Meeting – Vicious Dog Hearing
July 15, 2014 @ 7pm
Approved Minutes

NOTE:  All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

A. Call to Order & Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Towle, Chair @ 7:02pm.

Highgate Selectboard members present:  Jeff Towle - Chair, Andy King – Vice Chair, Chris Yates and Luke Choiniere.   Diana O’Hara was absent.

Others present for this meeting were:   Wendi Dusablon (Town Clerk), Ben Lowell (Town Constable), Ray Dixon (ACO), Cathy Brace, Elizabeth (Betty) Tinella, Shirley Fecteau, Butch Fecteau, Tim Reynolds, Aimee Reynolds, Sierra Reynolds, Brenda Spears and Brian Spears.

B. Testimony & Comments 
Jeff asked Ray Dixon to give a report of the events to date that lead to this hearing.  Ray reported that the most recent dog bite took place on Monday, June 23rd at 1149 Carter Hill Road.  The child, Sierra Reynolds age 8, was not brought to the hospital and there was no written complaint.  The town was made aware of the incident when Tim Reynolds (father) called the town on June 24th to verify the dog was licensed and vaccinated.  Wendi wrote up the incident and gave it to Ray to contact the owners and quarantine the dog for ten days as required by law.  Ray made contact with the owners, Brenda & Brian Spears at 1133 Carter Hill Road, on June 25th.    After ten days, Ray went back to again check on the dog.  It was brought to light that this is not the first incident involving this dog, Sadie, a six year old black lab (possible black lab mix).  Betty Tinella came forward as another person who had been nipped by this dog back in the month of May.  Betty came into the office and wrote up the incident on June 27th.    Sierra Reynolds did go to the doctors on June 25th for a tetanus shot because her bite wounds on her stomach looked possibly infected.  We have a copy of the doctors report verifying that she did see a medical professional and did receive a tetanus shot on June 25th.   There are reports of events involving this dog, Sadie, prior to the incidents with Mrs. Tinella and Sierra Reynolds, but none of them were documented with the town.    Ray Dixon (ACO) and Luke Choiniere (Health Officer) feel that this dog should not be allowed to run loose or be off its property.  The events being discussed tonight occurred at the neighbors house, at 1149 Carter Hill Road, the home of Butch and Shirley Fecteau.  The dog has been allowed at their home for years and they do feed her treats, but the Fecteau’s can no longer have their guests, grandchildren or great grandchildren put at risk.  

Luke asked the Spears if they feel they can control the situation and keep her hooked or confined on their own property.  Yes, they feel they can do this.   Betty Tinella stated that when she turned her back to the dog is when it nipped her in the buttocks.  It did not break the skin, which is why she did not report it.   She does not want to see the dog put down if they can control the dog, she is fine with that.   The dog is very protective of Brian Spears and Butch Fecteau.   Both of the recent incidents were to females who were in the company of Butch at the time they were bitten / nipped by this dog.   Shirley feels this will prevent heart ache on all sides if they are able to keep the dog on their own property and confined or chained.  The Spears are good people and good neighbors, this is a hard situation for everyone.   Brenda Spears noted that their vet would write a letter stating Sadie is not vicious and also stated that the dog is on medicine for a grass allergy and the medication can make her aggressive.  

Jeff reiterated that we have two confirmed and documented incidents that lead us here tonight.  None of the neighbors want to see anything else happen to anyone else, because it could have been a worse situation, and thankfully was not.   Tim Reynolds agrees, this has brought some heartache amongst friends and neighbors.  Aimee Reynolds confirmed that it could have been worse, but they have brought this to the attention of the Spears before when the dog has growled at them.  Tim and Aimee stated that Sierra will continue to go to her grandparent’s home, so the dog needs to be confined.  They love animals too, but the priority needs to be on protecting their child.   Tim & Aimee expressed frustration that they did not receive a phone call from the Spears when this happened to see if Sierra was alright.   Brenda stated that she apologized at the time of the incident and acknowledged at the time that Sierra’s belly would probably bruise.  Aimee feels there was a lack of sympathy.   There was some disagreement over what was and was not said at the time of the incident with regard to Sierra and the bite wound.  Mrs. Spears was not aware that the bite broke the skin on her abdomen.   Aimee also stated that she would not want to be the owner of a dog that bites people.  

The Spears will check with their homeowners insurance with regard to signage and if it would or would not make them more liable.  Jeff confirmed with Tim & Aimee Reynolds and with Shirley & Butch Fecteau that they are agreeable to the dog being confined and / or hooked on the Spears property.   All were in support of that.  Andy feels that the Spears are doing what needs to be done to ensure this does not happen again.   Andy asked if they have a kennel or fenced in area for the dog.  They do not.  They keep her on a 30 foot run attached to the garage so she has access to go in and out the dog door as needed.   Jeff asked how they handle the situation when they have the dog out on the road in the truck.  Brian will have her leashed or if people are present, he leaves her in the truck with the window cracked.   According to our new ordinance there is specific verbiage on what needs to happen.  Confinement is one of the options.    

Andy noted that he feels the Spears are doing what they can to ensure this does not happen again.  The Reynolds agree, right now, yes.  Aimee has concerns about the other undocumented incidents.  Time will mend the fences as the Spears ensure that they will comply with keeping Sadie tied up and away from people she would have a tendency to go after, that will give the Reynolds some comfort.  Brenda Spears did note that no one has ever asked to drive across their property when they leave the Fecteau property, so that should stop.  If Sadie bites someone while on their own property, that is another issue.  

Chris Yates stated his main concern is for Sierra.  He does not want to see her be fearful of dogs.  It is a complex thing, being neighbors and the dog is good to Shirley and Butch, but not their guests.  Chris knows the dog and there is a level of awareness for him and his kids.  He has to remind his own children that when the owner says “no” that means “no” and to not touch the dog.  Chris wants Sierra to know that not all dogs are this way, and hopes she won’t be fearful moving forward.  The Spears are leaving here with some change, but not a law suit.  It was brought to the town first to see if it can be rectified.   Chris asked if there were any costs associated with the doctor visit, Tim replied just a small co-pay that he was not worried about.   

This is the first hearing we have had under our new dog ordinance, which was adopted in February 2014.   Tim Reynolds stated they are not trying to make trouble here, but want everyone to be safe.  Andy appreciates all the parties involved working it out, it is the neighborly thing to do.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm.


Respectfully submitted,

____________________________ Wendi Dusablon, Highgate Town Clerk


Minutes approved by,

____________________________ Jeff Towle, Highgate Selectboard Chair 
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