




TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard
Vicious Dog Hearing
July 30, 2014 @ 7:45pm
Approved Minutes

NOTE:  All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

A. Call to Order & Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Towle, Chair @ 8:00pm.  Jeff apologized for the late start, as they had a site visit prior to this which started late. 
Highgate Selectboard Members- Jeff Towle, Chair; Andy King, Vice- Chair;  Diana O’Hara;  Luke Choiniere;  Chris Yates 
Highgate Office Staff –  Heidi Britch-Valenta, Town Administrator;   
Wendi Dusablon, Town Clerk 
Other:  Angela Bouchard & Danny Bouchard (dog owners);  Victoria Cunningham Valente (mother)  & Kasent Valente (dog bite victim);  Ray Dixon (ACO);  Ben Lowell (Town Constable)

B. Testimony & Comments
Jeff asked Ray Dixon to bring everyone up to speed on this incident.   We received the actual hospital report on Friday, July 25th.   The hospital mailed it to Luke Choiniere, Health Officer.  Ray had heard out in the community that there was a dog bite, but he got no call or report prior to Luke bringing in the paperwork.   The incident happened on Friday, July 18th at the home of Danny Sr. & Angela Bouchard at 2310 US Route 7.  When we received the actual report, seven days had already passed.  The dog is not licensed or vaccinated.  Ray went to the home on Friday, July 25th and advised the owners that the dog needed to be quarantined and he would be back after ten days to check on the dog.   Ray also attempted to find the bite victim, Kasent Valente and his mother, Victoria, but the address on the report is 112 Grand Avenue and they were not there.  Wendi was able to track Victoria down on line and ask her to contact Mr. Dixon regarding this incident, and we were also able to notify her of this meeting online.  Ms. Valente did contact Mr. Dixon via phone on July 26th.   The hospital report had errors regarding the Bouchard’s address.  It listed them as living on Spring Street in Swanton, they actually live on US Route 7 in Highgate Springs.   Luckily, we were able to find both the owners of the dog and the victim and his mom and be able to hold this hearing.  

Ray stated that the dog is very aggressive.  He does not like people and does not like to be touched.  Mr. Bouchard noted to Ray that in order to vaccinate Chais, the vets want to examine him, and if you touch him and he doesn’t know you he will bite you.  The humane society will be vaccinating the dog tomorrow, July 31st at noon, they are willing to go to the car and do this, and Mr. Bouchard will be in after that to license Chais.  Chais is a 5-6 year old black lab.  

Ray went back to the home on July 28th, which was the tenth day, and check on the dog.  The dog is healthy.  This incident happened inside the Bouchard home, not outside.  If a stranger comes into the house, they put the dog into a bedroom behind a gate.  Ray reiterated that the hospital report was terrible and full of inaccurate information.  

Luke Choiniere asked Mr. Bouchard why they would want to own a dog like this.  Danny stated that the dog does not like strangers.  He is not sure how this happened.  The dog was put in the room and Mr. Bouchard was not in the house when this happened to Kasent.   Mr. Bouchard said that Ms. Valente was warned to keep the boy away from the dog.

Victoria (Cunningham) Valente stated that she and her son (who will be two years old on Aug. 9) were left in the house alone with the dog.  They were getting ready to leave and she said her son was out of her sight for just a moment when this happened.  Her boyfriend also has a black lab that is very friendly.    Kasent was not wrestling with the dog or anything when this happened.  Luke asked what the relationship is between the Valente’s and the Bouchard’s, they are friends and the Valente’s have stayed with them.   Angela Bouchard stated that when the dog is familiar with people it is fine, they have friends of their children to the house all the time and the dog is fine because he knows them.   Luke asked the Bouchard’s why the dog is not vaccinated or licensed.   They did not know that an indoor dog had to be registered, but they know now.   Andy King asked if the dog ever goes outside.  Ray noted he has never seen the dog outside and until this incident we did not know they even had a dog.  Jeff Towle also noted that he has never seen a dog there.  Mr. Bouchard said he does go out briefly at times, but the dog doesn’t really like it outside, they do have a run for the dog but don’t use it much.   Chris asked if they have a muzzle for the dog when they do take him out.  Yes, they have one and it may help with liability issues on them if he is muzzled.  

Mr. Bouchard noted that Chais does not like men and does not like hats or sunglasses, he will growl.  Usually within 5-10 minutes the dog will warm up to you.  Victoria stated prior to July 18th she has never had an issue with this dog.   Chris asked if Kasent was playing with the dog at the time, no he was not.  They are not sure how the dog got out of the room.   Victoria did note that for two days prior the dog had been growling at her son, the dog wanted to be left alone.   There was a lot going on that weekend at the Bouchard house, they were preparing for a birthday party later on that night when this happened.   Angela stated that earlier that day, Kasent was riding on Chais’ back and the dog was friendly towards the child.  

Ray Dixon asked Victoria what the outlook is for her son with his bite injuries.  She stated it looks good, he was lucky.  He had 25 stitches on his scalp, ear and temple area.    There were also a few stitches on his eye lid and below his eye.   He was very close to ruining his tear duct on his eye.   

Chris asked going forward, will the humane society be willing to help again with vaccinations, because they expire and need to be redone.  The first shot is usually good for one year, and the next time will be good for three years.  Chris also noted that local municipalities hold rabies clinics every year, ours is always in late March.  Ray noted that sometimes they will also go out to the car if the dog doesn’t do well in crowded loud situations.  The clinics are very busy, crowded and loud.   Luke also wanted the Bouchard’s to reward the dog when they muzzle him so it is regarded as a good thing, not a bad thing.  

Andy asked Victoria her take on how this hearing is going.  Her child got bit and it was surely very scary.  He asked her for her expectation as far as the dog and should anything change as far as she is concerned.  She stated it is hard for her, she is from a big family of 12 children and loves animals.  She is friends with the Bouchard family, and her son will be fine.  She does have some bills from this incident but he will get to keep his eye and that is most important.  She knows the dog and doesn’t think he would do anything unprovoked.   Mr. Bouchard again reiterated that he was not in the house and does not know how the dog got out of the bedroom.  Ray stated he has been to the home twice and both times he was put in the room.  Angela said if she did not trust the dog, she would not keep him and they feel very badly about this ever happening.  Mr. Bouchard does not know the circumstances that led to this incident.  

Heidi Britch-Valenta added that it is important, in the absence of a formal written complaint from Ms. Valente, that we have a clear statement from the ACO, Mr. Dixon, on the record.  Chris Yates asked Ray Dixon if he feels the public is at risk with this dog.  Ray stated he has never seen the dog loose and as long as they are there and they move the dog to a safe location in the house when other people are there, it would be ok.  Chris’s feelings are that the public is not at risk, they are taking steps to keep the dog under control.  This was a freak circumstance that the dog reacted to, we just don’t know what he reacted to.  Ray did not have any suggestions other than what the Bouchard’s are doing now.  The other board members were satisfied with the precautions they are taking as long as they vaccinate and license Chais tomorrow as planned.   The Bouchard’s again apologized that this ever happened and agreed it was extremely scary.  They will be in tomorrow by 2pm to license the dog.   Andy King added that the board appreciates their cooperation and them all being here tonight.  Chris hopes they will continue to be friends despite this incident.   Heidi noted to the Bouchard’s that having an aggressive dog is a liability.   The incident is now documented.  Chris suggested that a locking door handle, rather than a gate, may have prevented this, but it is their home and that is only a suggestion.   Angela Bouchard let the board know that the dog knows he was bad, as he hid under the bed for a few days following the incident.  

Motion by Chris Yates that we ask Danny Bouchard Sr. & Angela Bouchard, owners of the dog, to have the dog vaccinated and licensed with the Town of Highgate and also keep the dog confined, as current practice.  Motion was seconded by Andy King – APPROVED.

Jeff Towle thanked everyone for coming. 

Motion by Jeff Towle to recess the hearing @ 8:24pm.  Motion was seconded by Andy King – APPROVED.  

C. Other Business
· Ray Dixon added that he and Ben Lowell had been out knocking on doors regarding the remaining dogs to be licensed for 2014.   It went well, several have sent in checks with envelopes we provided.  We should be well above the 770 dogs from last year.  They will be going back out again to clean up the rest of the list.  Ray noted it was helpful having Ben with him in this process.
· Motion by Chris Yates to accept the letter of intent from Wendi Dusablon as the Planning / Zoning / Selectboard Clerk.   Motion was seconded by Diana O’Hara – APPROVED.   This position was posted to the public for a two week period and there were no other applications received.   
· Heidi presented a no trespass order for the board members to sign regarding Ephraim Machia.  
· Heidi would like to have all job descriptions updated and asked the Selectboard to start thinking about who wants to take this on.
· We need to finalize the employee drug testing policy and also finalize the employee evaluation procedure.
· Heidi is still looking into finding a realtor for the municipal parcels.
· SBA – The board would like them to be at our next meeting to answer some remaining questions regarding the cell tower.

D. Adjournment 
Motion by Jeff Towle to adjourn the meeting @ 9:10pm.  Motion was seconded by Andy King – APPROVED.






Respectfully submitted by:

___________________________  Wendi Dusablon, Highgate Town Clerk

	Minutes approved by:
            ____________________________ Jeff Towle,  Highgate Selectboard Chair
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