TOWN OF HIGHGATE
Selectboard Special Meeting
January 27, 2014 at 7:00pm  
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The Selectboard met outside of their regularly scheduled meetings on January 27, 2014 to review the 2014/15  proposed budget. 
Board Members present were: Steve Bushey, Andy King, Henry Rainville  and Luke Choiniere.  Jeff Towle participated in part of the meeting via the phone.
Others present: Tom Racine, Town Treasurer and Heidi Britch-Valenta, Town Administrator
Henry Rainville called the meeting to order at 6:55pm

The board discussed the draft budget with the Treasurer.  They also worked on articles for Town Meeting Day. 

B-25 Bridge design decision

Steve Bushey initiated the discussion by bringing up the tabled motion from the last meeting which was to select a lane width of 11ft and shoulder width of 2ft for the B-25 project.  Richard Noel arrived at the meeting.  There was further discussion about the implications around such a narrow shoulder width.  The motion was amended by Mr. Bushey to select a lane width of 11ft and shoulder width of 3ft, seconded by Luke Choiniere.  No further discussion, motion passed.

Health insurance plan choice

Jeff Towle initiated a discussion regarding the status of the health insurance transition.  Tom Racine updated the board letting them know that they are in fact able to offer two plan choices through BCBSVT rather than one.  The next step was for the board to choose the two plans and after polling the employees the preferred plan choices are the Platinum Plan and the Bronze-High Deductible Plan.
The motion was made by Steve Bushey to select the aforementioned plans, seconded by Andy King.  No further discussion, motion passed.


Fire Truck Purchase
The issue of borrowing money for the truck and the financing impact was discussed. There was consensus  to Jeff Towle made a motion to ask the voters to reserve $50,000 for the fire truck.   To bring the reserve amount up to $223,000 with any necessary balance coming out of the transfer station fund.  Henry Rainville seconded the motion. 






ADJOURNMENT-   Henry made a motion to adjourn at 9:30 pm; Luke seconded the motion. Motion carried.



Respectfully submitted,			Approved,
Heidi Britch-Valenta			

						Henry Rainville __________________			

