



TOWN OF HIGHGATE

Town Meeting Minutes
March 4, 2014

A. Call to Order & Roll Call 
	The meeting was called to order at 10:00am by Patrick McGovern, Town Moderator.
	Highgate Selectboard Members:  Henry Rainville, Chair;  Jeff Towle, Vice Chair;  Luke Choiniere;  Steve Bushey;  Andy King
	Highgate Staff:  Heidi Britch-Valenta, Town Administrator;  Tom Racine, Town Treasurer;  Wendi Dusablon, Town Clerk;  Patrick McGovern, Town Moderator

B. Moment of silence & Pledge of Allegiance
Pat McGovern asked for a moment of silence, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

C. Town Meeting Guidelines
Pat stated the ground rules for the Annual Town Meeting:
1) Roberts Rules states two questions, per person, per article.
2) All questions or statements should be directed to the Town Moderator.
3) When you are recognized, please stand, state your name and wait for the cordless microphone.
4) (Pat asked for a show of hands of anyone who is NOT a Highgate registered voter).  If you are not a Highgate registered voter, you are not able to speak or vote.  If you wish to speak, you need permission to do so.  
5) Please shut off your cell phones and / or pagers.

D. Special Presentations
· Rick Trombley presented Georgette Johnson with a plaque for 30 years of dedicated service to the Town of Highgate.  She has participated on the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Transportation Advisory Board.  
· Steve Bushey presented the annual Town Report Dedication plaque to his father, Bernard Wayne Bushey.   Wayne has been very active in the Highgate Fire Department, Missisquoi Amateur Hockey Association and the MVU School Board.

E. Vermont House of Representatives
Chuck Pearce and Steve Beyor were present.   Mr. Pearce is not a Highgate resident, there were no objections to him speaking.   Mr. Pearce serves on the appropriations committee which deals with the state budget, which is up 5.2% over last year.  Schools were asked to keep their budget increases at 3% or lower, the state should do the same, and he hopes to see that happen.   With regard to health care, Act 48, as of today the administration has failed to provide a financial plan.  There are still many unanswered questions.   And with regard to transportation, the total cost of $685 million includes infrastructure improvements throughout the state.    Steve Beyor is a Highgate resident.  He is involved with shoreline protection, water quality and hunting / fishing issues.  Steve asked for a round of applause for our local school board who worked hard to keep our taxes down.  The shoreline bill passed the house and was sent to the senate.   There are some good points in the bill which was passed by the senate and will go to a committee of conference.  Steve feels that local control is being taken away, and he will likely vote no.   The shoreline bill is being forced on us by the EPA.  Our bridge in East Highgate (Machia Road) is on track for 2017-2018 replacement.    Angela Carr asked where Mr. Beyor stood on the child care unionization bill.  Mr. Peace added that it was passed in the house and is on to the senate, and they have not heard back yet.  Any further questions from anyone, Steve and Chuck will be around for a while.  

Pat McGovern announced that lunch will be available in the cafeteria for $6.00 per person – turkey & biscuits – sponsored by the Highgate Historical Society.

F. Review of Articles
Article #1 – To elect the following town officers:
These are all on the ballot and Pat McGovern read them aloud:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Liza Comiskey.
1) A Moderator for the ensuing year
2) One Selectboard Member for a term of three years
3) One Selectboard Member for a term of two years
4) One Lister for a term of three years
5) One Auditor for a  term of three years
6) One Tax Collector for a term of one year
7) One Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of three years
8) One Library Trustee for a term of five years
9) One Library Trustee for a  term of three years
10) One Town Agent for a term of one year
11) One Cemetery Commissioner for a term of five years
12) One Constable for a term of two years
13) One Second Constable for a term of one year

There were no questions.  Article #1 by voice vote – PASSED.

Article #2 – Shall the Town of Highgate issue bonds or notes in an amount not to exceed one million three hundred thousand dollars ($1,300,000), for the purpose of funding an estimated $2.8 million dollar Highgate Arena Renovation Project, contingent upon a successful capital campaign project by June 30, 2015:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Ryan Maskell.  Zeb noted that this is on Australian ballot and asked if the town is planning on hiring additional people to staff the arena.  Steve Bushey noted that there is money in the budget to help coordinate and run a capital campaign.  We need to raise 1.5 million in a capital campaign and raise 1.3 million through taxes.  Zeb stated that he supports kids, and that if we are going to support 1.3 million raised in taxes, that Highgate children should get some kind of a break.  David Rouse feels the arena should be given to MVU so that all three towns are paying for it.  David also addressed concern about the steel trusses.  John Ferland asked about a timeline.  Paulette Tatro addressed David Rouse’s concern regarding the trusses and the amount of weight they can presently hold.   There is money built into the renovation costs that would bring the trusses up to today’s standards.  Paulette is a supporter of helping out Highgate residents.  The MVU school board was approached and they have no interest in having the facility on the school site or managing the facility.  Their focus is the educational component.  Kermit Drown would like the town to sell the building to MAHA for $1.00 and let them handle it.

Article #3 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate appropriate $5,302.50 per year for five (5) years and $1.00 per capita (estimated at $3,535.00) per year thereafter for the purpose of joining the NorthWest Solid Waste Management District:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Liza Comiskey.  Zeb asked to hear from Henry Rainville on this topic, which is also on Australian ballot.  Henry diverted the questions to Heidi Britch-Valenta, Highgate Town Administrator.  Heidi is not a Highgate resident, there were no objections to her speaking.   Heidi stated that the bottom line is that the town will be on the hook for very stringent rules that are being developed.  It makes more sense than ever to join the district.  Once we are over the five year hump of the buy in fee, it is $1.00 per capita per year for anything to do with our current practices as well as future practices.  It is costing us more than that now to manage two household hazardous waste days per year.  The town will see benefits become more and more evident each year.   There were no further questions or comments on this article.

Article #4 – To receive and act on the reports of the town officers for the past year:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Kathy Boumil.   Richard Noel asked for clarification on last year’s town meeting minutes.  Mike Lambert clarified for Richard.    Article #4  by voice vote – PASSED.

Recess Town Meeting and enter Town School District Meeting to transact the following business:
Motion by Kermit Drown, seconded by Scott Martin. 


Article #1 – To elect from the legal voters of said town the following officers:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded  by Scott Martin.
1) One Moderator for the ensuing year
2) One School Director for a  term of one (1) year
3) One School Director for a term of two (2) years 
4) One School Director for a term of three (3) years
Motion by Zeb Maskell to nominate Pat McGovern as School Moderator, motion seconded by David Rouse.  There were no other nominations, by voice vote – PASSED.
Motion by David Roddy to nominate Nola Gilbert for School Director one year term, motion seconded by Richard Flint.  There were no other nominations, by voice vote – PASSED.
Motion by Richard Noel to nominate David Roddy for School Director two year term, motion seconded by Kermit Drown.  There were no other nominations, by voice vote – PASSED. 
Motion by Richard Flint to nominate Connie Beyor for School Director three year term, motion seconded by Liza Comiskey.  There were no other nominations, by voice vote – PASSED. 

Article #2 – To act upon the reports of the School Directors:
	Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Kermit Drown.  Pat McGovern reminded everyone that this is still a two question, per person, per article meeting.  Pat also noted that Dr. McCarthy (Superintendent),  Lora McAllister (FNWSU), Marcel Choquette (Highgate Principal) and Karen Casavant (Asst. Principal) are not Highgate residents.  There were no objections to any of them speaking.   Paulette Tatro had questions with regard to the hot lunch program on page 87 of the town report.  Lora McAllister will look into this discrepancy.  Connie Beyor noted two corrections on page 98 and page 99 of the town report.  There were corrected copies available on the front table.   Article #2 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Article #3 – Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District authorize the School Directors to borrow money to pay current expenditures in anticipation of taxes to sign notes for that purpose:
	Motion by Scott Martin, seconded by Zeb Maskell.  There were no further questions or comments.  Article #3 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Article #4 – Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District approve the School Budget in the amount of $4,686,738 necessary for the fiscal year 2015:
	Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Kermit Drown.  Connie pointed out the many exhibits on display around the gymnasium, very well done by Highgate students.  There was then a power point presentation prepared by the Highgate School Board.  Connie introduced Marcel Choquette, Karen Casavant, Lora McAllister and Jack McCarthy.   The budget is broken down as follows;  52% educational programs, 14% special education and speech, 8% plant operations, 8% FNWSU assessments, 7% administration, 4% transportation, and less than 1% food service.   Comparing us statewide, we ranked 95th out of 105 elementary schools that send students to a designated union high school, with the 105th being the school that spends the least amount of money.   The proposed tax rate without proposed special articles for 2014-2015 is 0.658 which is an increase of 0.089.   Connie gave kudos to the Highgate listers office, as our CLA is greater than 100%.  The natural gas conversion and HVAC have successfully been completed, they are in the process of figuring out the savings.   The projected tax rate without articles is 0.658, special articles 0.007, total fiscal year 2015 tax rate 0.665.  Connie added that the school board wanted to celebrate Bernadette Tremblay for her many years of service and dedication to the Highgate School District.  She will be dearly missed.  The floor was opened up for questions / comments / concerns.  Zeb asked about computers, and if our computers include any Sylvan learning programs.  Connie responded that we have three levels of instruction; direct first instruction, intervention and special education instruction.  Zeb asked if we are an identified school.  Yes, we are.  Connie noted that virtually all schools did not make adequate yearly progress, but some did (Franklin & Montgomery).  Duane Tremblay said if VT was ranked as a country we would score 7th in the world, that is what he has read.  Massachusetts and Vermont are very close, apparently.  Why is it we need all this additional help if we are ranked so high?   Connie noted the importance of using class time well and always asking ourselves, are we doing the best we can for our kids.   The NECAP has forced us to take a look at what our kids are learning, not necessarily what we are teaching them.  If they are not learning, we need to do something differently.  It’s important that every year, they learn a year’s worth of new information.  Shirley Fecteau asked what the new position will be.  Connie responded that they are still working on that.  Shirley also asked if any child was ever refused hot lunch.   Connie replied that if a student has no money, they are given a basic meal, no one is denied food.  Paulette Tatro asked why student tuition is up, referring to page 89.  Connie explained that students move in to our district and sometimes we cannot meet their needs here.   A question was asked regarding administrative increases at the Supervisory Union.  It was noted that we are the most economical Supervisory Union in our county with the second highest number of students.  Dr. McCarthy is retiring, and we have completed the search for a new Superintendent.  Winston Goodrich has accepted the offer and position to become our new Superintendent.  Connie thanked Dr. McCarthy for his many years of service, and we will greatly miss him.   Our Supervisory Union also needed new software that will allow them to operate more efficiently.    The auditors have suggested we purchase Infinite Vision software for maximum efficiency.   Mrs. Calderwood stated she is impressed with the school from the taxpayer angle.  She estimates that if we pass all the articles that her taxes will increase by $82.  She is just making a point that this is in addition to the town budget articles.    Mr. Labrie made a motion to move the question, by voice vote the question was moved.  Pat McGovern asked for a show of hands for a paper ballot on the Highgate School budget vote – more than seven raised their hands.  Article #4 by paper ballot YES 86  /  NO 43 – PASSED.

	Article #5 – Will the voters of Highgate Town School District appropriate $55,000 for the purpose of completing the drainage project:  
	Motion by Liza Comiskey, seconded by Scott Martin.   Motion by David Roddy to amend the amount of this article to $25,000.00, seconded by Richard Flint.  Scott Martin asked for clarification on the project and what it is.  A few years ago at the white building when we had a very wet spring, we ended up requiring extensive remodeling in the basement, due to mold.  This was a costly project.   There is nowhere to pump water and now we have an engineer working with us on the issue.  Diana O’Hara asked what happened to the $60,000 from last year.  It is still there in a capital reserve account.  Lora McAllister stated we had an estimate from a local contractor and an easement from a property owner.  We are requesting an additional $25,000 for the project to be done more completely.  We now have real numbers to work with.  There have been no further issues with water in the basement at the white building.   The board hopes this will cover the project and there will be no article next year.  Mike Lambert asked about the work that has already been done.  Connie finished by saying that hopefully the frost will leave the ground quickly and they have no issues this spring before the drainage project can be completed.   Article #5 by voice vote for amendment – PASSED.    Article #5 by voice vote for approval – PASSED.  

	Article #6 – Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District appropriate $65,000 for the purpose of establishing a capital reserve fund to address items such as, but not limited to, the school roofs, parking lots, and accessibility issues:
	Motion by Shirley Fecteau, seconded by Cathy Brace.  Mrs. Calderwood questioned the wording “established”.  Richard Flint noted that the boilers are now in and that we have some asbestos in the floors that needs to be removed.  We also have a parking lot that needs some attention, and roofs that need repairs.  The board felt it was better to ask for funding this year, the longer we wait, the more it will cost.  Connie wanted to clarify the asbestos issue.  There is some in the stage area and in the computer lab area.  Both areas have passed state regulations and are monitored.   Zeb asked why are they asking for $65,000, Richard Flint thought it was a good place to start.   Henry asked if this article was a unanimous decision by the board.  No, it was not, it was a 4-1 vote by the board.  David Rouse asked if it is the same capital fund, the article needs to be amended to remove the word “established”.  Motion by David Rouse, seconded by Chris Yates to amend the article.  Zeb questioned if we could legally do that, based on what the original reserve account was set up for.   Connie referred to the article from last year and read it aloud (article #6 from 2013) Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District appropriate an amount not to exceed $60,000.00, minus any and all available funds in the Capital Reserve Fund, for the purpose of addressing drainage issues on the school property.    That article was specific to the drainage.  Paulette Tatro added that she reads it as the account was established prior to last year.   Richard Noel noted that we are not establishing the fund, it already exists.  We are splitting hairs.  Connie read aloud from Article #5B from 2012 Highgate Town Meeting, which covers this;  Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District appropriate an amount, not to exceed $35,000, to establish a Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of making capital improvements related, but not limited to, property drainage, and roof maintenance.   Pat re-read the article as amended, taking out “establishing” and inserting “adding to existing” – Will the voters of the Highgate Town School District appropriate $65,000 for the purpose of adding to the existing capital reserve fund to address items such as, but not limited to, the school roofs, parking lots, and accessibility issues.   Article #6 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Article #7 – To transact any other business legally authorized to be transacted, considered appropriate and necessary when met:
	Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Connie Beyor.  Connie thanked everyone for their support for the children in our town.   She also thanked Liza Comiskey for her time on the board, and the highway crew for all they do.  Connie also addressed the Selectboard and appreciates the open communication with them and Heidi for her good work on the sidewalk project(s) in town.  The end result will one day be that our kids can leave the school property and safely cross Route 78 and not be in harms way.   More thanks to the custodial staff and bus drivers.  It was also noted that we are saying good bye to some folks – Dr. McCarthy, Pat Labrie, Sue Desrochers and Debbie Miller will all be retiring this year.  THANK YOU ALL !     David Rouse asked how long students get to eat lunch – approximately 25 minutes.  He feels we should be able to do our lunch break today in that amount of time.  Paulette Tatro asked about the new lunch program in Highgate.  Nola Gilbert spoke to the new program with The Abbey Group.  There were no more questions.  Article #7 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Motion by Liza Comiskey to adjourn the school portion of the meeting and break for lunch @ 12:30pm, seconded by Zeb Maskell.   We will resume Town Meeting @ 1:15pm, per Pat McGovern.

	Motion by Pat McGovern to enter back into Highgate Town Meeting @ 1:20pm.

	Article #5 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate appropriate $780,348 to meet the expenses and liabilities of the General Fund, with an estimated $232,520 to be raised by taxes:
	Motion by Mike Lambert, seconded by Shirley Fecteau.  Tom walked through the budget in the same fashion he did at the information meeting.   Tom brought attention to the parks and rec department, there is $15,600 for a part time person regarding administrative work associated with the capital campaign if the arena bond vote passes.  The $13,500 is for working with a consultant, also for the capital campaign.  Tom would like to amend the line item found on page 39 at the bottom under fire department.  There is an amount $18,300 that should not be there.  It is Tom’s error.  Motion by Tom Racine to amend the amount and reduce the budget amount to $762,048, with the amount to be raised by taxes to $214,220, motion seconded by Chris Yates.  Zeb asked for clarification on the numbers.  Pat read the article aloud, as amended:   Article #5 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate appropriate $762,048 to meet the expenses and liabilities of the General Fund, with an estimated $214,220 to be raised by taxes.  Article #5 by voice vote – PASSED.  

	Article #6 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate appropriate $832,273 to meet the expenses and liabilities of the Highway Department, with an estimated $538,550 to be raised by taxes:
	Motion by Scott Martin, seconded by Zeb Maskell.   Zeb asked for some more explanation.  Tom referred everyone to page 54 of the town report.  He also drew attention to page 56 and that we anticipate to be deficit spending as we had another transfer station landslide that was unexpected and we had to come up with our own funds to deal with it.   We are hoping to receive a FEMA grant to help offset some of the costs.  Richard Noel asked for road materials to be broken down in the future.  The line item “grants” is really “grant projects”, and would be related to expenditures associated with the Class II Paving Grant and Structures Grant.    Zeb asked about the PACIF insurance line item, which is our liability insurance through VLCT.  Street lights have also been added into the highway budget.  Richard Noel stated, in light of that, we should look into updates for lighting.  Article #6 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Article #7 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate appropriate $68,750 to be raised by taxes to meet the expenses and liabilities of the Highgate Public Library:  
	Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by David Rouse.  David Rouse asked if the library budget was going to be part of the general fund.  Tom referred to page 69 of the town report where it was noted that the library accounting would be coming into the NEMRC software that we use in house.  We anticipate the library will have its own fund and accounting done in the main office.  The library had presented a budget of $63,750.00 and $5,000.00 was added per the footnote:  Beginning July 1, 2014 the financial data for the Highgate Public Library will be incorporated into the town’s fund accounting software system.  For budgeting purposes we have moved $5,000.00 from the General Fund to the proposed library budget figure for a total of $68,750.00 which is the amount of the appropriation request for the library found in article #7 of the warning.  David made a suggestion that all surplus money from the library goes into an escrow account for future development of a new building and materials.  Paulette Tatro asked if the extra $5,000.00 includes electricity – yes it does.  Article #7 by voice vote – PASSED.

	Article # 8 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate approve a sum of $50,000 to be raised in taxes and transferred to the fire truck reserve account for the replacement of a Highgate Volunteer Fire Department fire truck:  
	Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Kermit Drown.   David Rouse commented that he read some Selectboard minutes regarding this topic, he can’t remember the month.  In these minutes it read that $50,000.00 would be used for the purchase of a new truck and the balance would come from the transfer station fund.  Andy King replied that he believes David is referring to a discussion about purchasing a used truck and that is where you may have read this.  Kermit Drown noted that the approved minutes from January 9, 2014 is where it talks about the truck and includes the information that David is referring to.   Zeb would like to know how much is in the reserve and what we are looking at for a truck.  David Rouse spoke to this – they are looking at a custom cab which seats seven people.  They are looking at a truck of this size because it will be replacing three trucks with this one.  Our command unit is over twenty years old.  Engine #1 only has a few years left, and the mini pumper is 25 years old.  They are trying to consolidate all of these into one vehicle as much as they can.  Richard Noel stated that for $225,000.00 he found on the internet a used truck that seats eight.  David has seen that truck, they have looked at it, it has been rolled several times and is on a new frame.   David would not feel comfortable with a used front line pumper if his house was on fire.  With a brand new truck you will be safe and it will last.  Ralph Comiskey commented that it is his opinion with a used vehicle you are buying someone else’s problem.   A new truck is an investment in our community.  Andy added that increasing regulations forces us to make changes not only in the fire department, but in all departments.  Along with that, you have to engage thought processes that will move toward more efficiency.   Having the right equipment is first and foremost, second is having people willing to do the job.  Andy’s comment to the town is one of encouragement.  Step up and find a way to volunteer not only for the fire department but for your town.  It is worthwhile and rewarding.  Keith Ploof stated that he is not opposed to the fire truck, he is opposed to the seven man cab.  How many times will it leave the station with seven people in it?  Steve Bushey noted that we rely on the fire department to tell us what they need.  Andy agrees that never more than four are in one truck at one time.  The larger cab would accommodate more equipment or people as a command center of sorts while they are on a scene and to haul gear.  Richard Noel asked if they would consider a used truck, if it was what the department required – Richard Flint said yes, it would be considered.  Diana O’Hara asked, with consolidating all these trucks into one truck, what will happen if another call comes in at the same time?   There is another pumper available and also mutual aid.   Zeb inquired if all the articles today are passed, how much will our taxes go up?  Tom referred to a sheet that is circulating with current tax rates and anticipated tax rates. 

2013-2014		2014-2015
Homestead Ed & Municipal 			1.4240			1.5196
Non-Res Ed & Municipal 			1.5959			1.5796

Henry Rainville thanked the fire department for everything they do.    Henry has been alone on the board with his perception of what is needed for a fire truck.  The department is also looking for a pickup truck.  His biggest problem is the $88,000.00 difference between a custom cab and a regular cab.  In all the literature that he has asked for, a regular cab is a five occupant truck and a custom cab is a six occupant truck.  The custom cab has heavier axles.  That is his take on what the fire department is asking of us.  We do rely on them to tell us what they need.   Article #8 by voice vote – PASSED.

Article #9 – Shall voters of the Town of Highgate approve a sum of $25,000 from the General Fund surplus to be reserved for the rehabilitation of the East Highgate Bridge (B25):
Motion by Shirley Fecteau, seconded by Cathy Brace.  Richard Noel represents the town on the transportation committee.  The way the article is worded states “rehab” of the bridge, it should add “and / or replacement” to be accurate.   Ralph Comiskey asked Pat McGovern why we can’t amend the article.  Pat responded that it would be changing the article completely.  Richard Noel stated we have already set aside $200,000.00 for rehab and replacement, and we will need approximately $300,000.00.  We are asking for $25,000.00 this year, and have a few years to come up with the rest.  Steve Bushey noted that we are fortunate that the State of VT has stepped up and that B25 will be replaced.   The new bridge will be a two lane bridge with 11’ lanes and 3’ shoulders.  We have gotten 80 years out of the old bridge and anticipate at least that from the new one.  The cost to the town is 5% of the overall cost, which is approximately $300,000.00.  This price does not include a temporary bridge.  The sacrifice for us is complete closure for twelve weeks while it is being fully replaced.  Article #9 by voice vote – PASSED.

Article #10 – Shall the voters of the Town of Highgate set the final date of payment for 2014-2015 property taxes to be Monday, October 27, 2014 with payments to be received in the town office by 5pm or postmarked by October 27, 2014:  
Motion by Richard Noel, seconded by Scott Martin.
Article #10 by voice vote – PASSED.

Article #11 – To transact any other business legally authorized to be transacted, considered proper and necessary when met:
Motion by Zeb Maskell, seconded by Liza Comiskey.   Paulette Tatro stated that in both the school meeting and town meeting today there were amendments made, so the tax rate should come down.  Tom replied yes, on the municipal side.  Mike Lambert asked how some articles were able to be amended and some not.  Pat McGovern explained, according to Roberts Rules.  Clarence Miller asked to hear from Senator Norm McAllister.  Norm spoke briefly, stating that he had not seen the budget yet.  There is a lot going on in Montpelier, some of it is a little scary, but by far the biggest point to reign in is the cost of education.   Norm stated that Montpelier is not doing anything and has no plans to.  There is a plan to add universal pre-K.  We are also seeing that over 52% of Vermonters are getting a prebate on their property taxes.  It was started for low income and retirees.  Something needs to change.  Norm did not vote for the budget to pass last year, he feels there is a spending problem in Montpelier, and we need to change some of the faces there.   Right now the State of VT is over two billion behind in funding our teachers and state workers health care plan.  The way they have been funding it is taking from retirement plans and putting it into insurance.  Two billion dollars is half of our entire state budget!   Norm also noted that Vermont is one of the oldest states in the nation.   Chris Yates asked if there is a way for VT Gas to expand into Highgate.   VT Gas is a utility governed by the Public Service Board, so Norm was not sure.   Angela Carr runs a registered day care in Highgate.   She stated that there was someone here earlier today asking for signatures for unionized childcare.  Angela wanted people to know that if this passes, the costs will be put onto VT families.  She does not feel that unions belong in day cares and wants people to be aware of what they may have signed today.   Steve Bushey wanted to thank Henry Rainville for his nine years on the Highgate Selectboard, today was Henry’s last day on the board.   Henry has a lot of passion for our town and is always very prepared.  Steve asked for a round of applause for Henry.  Henry spoke briefly, stating that he found it to be easy due to the people that he was able to work with – the Selectboard, Highway Department, Fire Department, Library, Listers, Town Administrator, Treasurer, Clerk, everyone!  Andy King again spoke about donating your time to your town, noting that Steve Bushey is also leaving the board as of today.  Steve personifies dedication and bettering your community, and asked for a round of applause for Steve also.  Article #11 by voice vote – PASSED.

G. Adjournment
Motion by Scott Martin to adjourn Highgate Town Meeting 2014 @ 2:25pm, motion seconded by Paulette Tatro – PASSED.

	Respectfully submitted by:

     ____________________________Wendi Dusablon,  Town Clerk
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Minutes approved by:
	_____________________________Henry Rainville, Selectboard Chair
	____________________________ Patrick McGovern, Town Moderator
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