Town of Highgate
Selectboard Meeting

APPROVED MINUTES
Site Visit to Gagne Road Culvert
June 26, 2014 at 7:00pm
Present: 
Simon Depatie, interested person

Doug Nye, landowner

Cynthia Nye, landowner

Doug Rollo, landowner
Jason Rollo, landowner



Jeff Towle, Highgate Road Commissioner



Steve Ploof, Highgate Road Foreman



Luke Choiniere, Highgate Selectboard Member



Andy King, Highgate Selectboard Member



Diana O’Hara, Highgate Selectboard Member



Heidi Britch-Valenta, Highgate Town Administrator

The group met at the site at 7:00pm for a discussion regarding a request to upgrade the culvert to alleviate ponding water and poor road quality. Doug Rollo stated his intention to clean out the waterway behind Jason Rollo’s house up to the road and on the opposite side of the road at Doug Nye’s property.   He requested the Town replace the culvert and have it sited properly to allow better water flow.  The landowners stated their belief that the culvert is too high which causes erosion under the culvert and reduces the flow of water out of the wet area. 

Jeff Towle agreed with the landowners and noted multiple reports of poor road quality and deep ruts.  Luke Choiniere expressed support for the project and thanked the landowners for their proactive approach to this issue. Steve Ploof expressed concern for setting a precedent for addressing private landowners needs. 

Following the discussion, Luke Choiniere made a motion to work with the landowners to lower the culvert and replace it with a 40’ long approximately 30” wide plastic culvert. Diana O’Hara seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
 The site visit ended at 7:22pm.  The Selectboard Members and Heidi Britch-Valenta  returned to the office to address other business since they had a quorum. 
LIBRARY NO-TRESPASS ORDERS- Diana O’Hara made a motion to proceed with the library no-trespass orders. Luke Choiniere seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

LAMKIN STREET SIDEWALK DESIGN-   Heidi made the board aware that the State had asked for the Lamkin Street design being submitted for approval only reflect the portion of the project that can be completed with current funding.  The Sidewalk Committee is likely to support the completion of the sidewalk and the delay of the changes to Mill Hill Traffic and parking because there is a Route 78 study beginning now and more information may be revealed. 
MUNICIPAL PARCELS- the Board discussed the municipal parcel that have been designated for sale.  The board was ready to move forward now and gave permission for Heidi to hire a realtor.

BOUCHARD ROAD-  the Board will appear at the Franklin Selectboard meeting on July 9th to discuss the Bouchard Road and the Franklin end of this.   They set a date for a site visit to Bouchard Road on July 30th   at 7:00pm.   All interested parties will be notified. 
MUNICIPAL OFFICE MODIFICATIONS- the Board discussed the pending modifications to the building to utilize the upstairs rooms.  The ADA grant to pay for a list will require an architectural design for feasibility and estimate to submit with the application.  Andy King made a motion to allow Heidi to work with an architect for this information. Luke Choiniere seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

B-25 BRIDGE CLOSURE-  Heidi informed the Board that Geodesign is working with the state to get soil borings for the Machia Rd bridge upgrade.   They will need access on both sides of the river and they will have to close the bridge for at least one day at the end of July.   A one week posting will be necessary.   
LEGAL SERVICES- Andy King made a motion to hire Monaghan, Safar and Ducham as the legal counsel for the Town. Jeff Towle seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

MUNICIPAL PROPERTY LEASE- Andy King made a motion to accept the preliminary terms of the proposed lease from SBA property.  Jeff Towle seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Planning & Zoning Administrator
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