Missisquoi Valley School District
Board Business Meeting Minutes
MVU School Library
May 9, 2023

6:00pm
Location: The MVSD Board and Administration participated at the MVU Middle/High School Library for this
meeting. The meeting was held hybrid with remote access for the community and other interested persons

Date: May 9, 2023

Board Members

Jen Chevalier, Chair, Renick Darnell-Martin, Vice Chair, Devin Bachelder, Don Collins, Joanne
Johnston, Tobias Maguire, Meaghan Conly, Kelly Badeau, and Peter Magnant.

Absent from the Board Meeting: none

Administration and Visitors Present

Julie Regimbal Superintendent, Derrick Garceau, MVSD Tech Director, Dan Palmer Principal of
MVU Middle/High School, Bonnie Moulton, Director of Human Resources, Pierrette Bouchard,
School Board Secretary, and Northwest Access Cameraperson. The following participated
remotely: Principals- Joyce Hakey of Franklin Elementary, Yeshua Pastina of Highgate
Elementary, Chris Dodge and Justina Jennett of Swanton Elementary, Kosha Patel, Director of
Curriculum, Wendy Cunningham, Director of Early Childhood Program, Tania Hayes, Director
of Special Services, Beth Ann Miller, Director of After School Programs. Visitors Tyler
Choiniere, Richard Ballard, Amelia Partlow, and Amelia Favreau.

Call the Meeting to Order
Jen Chevalier called the business meeting to order at 6:02PM

Agenda Review -None

Approval of the Minutes
Jen Chevalier sought approval for the April 11" and April 25" minutes.

Tobias Maguire moved, seconded by Rennick Darnell-Martin to approve the April 11" minutes. The
board approved on an 8-0-1 vote. Tobias Maguire moved, seconded by Rennick Darnell-Martin to
approve the April 25" minutes. The board approved on a 9-0 vote.

MVSD Vision and Values:
The Missisquoi Valley School District supports students in finding success along the path they choose guided by our
Portrait of a Graduate.



Administrative Reports

MVSD Administrator Reports
Franklin Principal’s Report

Highaate Principal’s Report
MVU Administration Report
Swanton Principal's Report

Jen Chevalier asked the board members if there were any questions regarding the several
administrative reports presented.

uesti m
Peter Magnant inquired about the Senior Walk. Dan Palmer explained that the seniors will wear their
caps and gowns going back to their elementary schools and walk the halls. He hopes to start a new
tradition. Rennick Darnell-Martin stated that the Highgate Title Night was a wonderful experience with
a focus on math, literacy, science and SEL. Other questions/comments ranged from good curriculum
information, portrait of a graduate, staff retention, career fair, professional hiring process, new
assessment process and community engagement. There was a discussion on the shortage of
teachers especially classroom teachers and the challenges especially Swanton has had to fill their
open positions.

MVSD Board Meetings on Northwest Access TV

Presentation and Discussion Items
MVU STEM Fair Winners

Rich Ballard introduced Amelia Partlow and Amelia Favreau who attended the Vermont State STEM
Fair at Norwich University. The girls won multiple prizes including each winning an over $3000
scholarship to the New Hampshire Academy of Science. Amelia Partlow presented a summary of her
project: Which Topical Treatment is Most Effective In Limiting Ache Vulgaris Bacteria Growth? Amelia
Favreau presented her project - How Effective is Hand Sanitizer? The board commended the two
students for their projects and awards.
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To view the full presentation, please follow the video link below:

MVU Athletics Update

John Lumsden provided an update on MVU Winter and Spring Athletics. He stated that 229 students
participated in the winter programs provided by MVU. They talk about sportsmanship to the teams
prior to the games. He noted that they requested that each member of the girls’ hockey team select a
staff member that has made a positive impact on them. Each hockey player read a letter to the
teacher and class on their contribution. In addition, the teacher wore the girl's hockey player’s away
jersey for teacher appreciation day. The varsity girls’ basketball and hockey teams played “Pink”
(Cancer Awareness) games vs. Middlebury and Harwood respectively. All money was donated to the
UVM Cancer Center. 161 students participated in the spring programs starting with a spring pepper
rally. The MVU high school softball program hosted 5 other teams for a Jamboree on Saturday, April
8". Members of the varsity baseball team and their coaches attended the Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown in an overnight trip during vacation week. MVU will host 11 schools in a middle school
track and field meet on May 15™ and 16". Bonnie Moulton reported that they have been issuing letters
of intent to the winter and spring sports coaches who were eligible to return. They were able to
determine who was returning and get a head start on hiring new coaches that were not returning
leaving a vacant position. They have created an evaluation process for the head coaches. John is
working on evaluating ten coaches. Bonnie will be issuing letters of intent for the fall coach programs
so that the hiring process can occur over the summer for those coaches not returning. Tobias
commented that our athletic facilities and grounds need to be competitive with other schools so that
students will want to attend MVU. Don Collins would like a proposal on what needs to be done for the
track and other grounds work so that they can consider what can be put in the next budget.

To view the full discussion, please follow the video link below:
MVSD Board Meetings on Northwest Access TV

Resolutions

Jen Chevalier sought input on what the board would like to include for resolutions to submit to the
VSBA. Tobias Maguire would like to see a resolution where extra-curricular activities, especially
athletics, would be under public oversight. He would like to formally submit a resolution for the board’s
consideration. He stated that his understanding is that it is split in New England where half is under
public oversight and half is not. Don agrees with this suggestion but feels it may have a better chance
of moving forward if a legislator sponsors a bill. Don Collins would like to see the high school option
Act 129 limited to academics and not eligible for transferring to another high school for just sports.
Some places have a stipulation that a student is not eligible to play sports for one year after the
transfer. The board reviewed the proposed resolution that school districts in Vermont currently face a
requirement to pay a federal grant assessment to the Vermont State Teachers Retirement System
(VSTRS) for all teachers funded by federal grants; and that the state will eliminate this assessment on
federal grants districts and to explore alternative funding mechanisms for the Vermont State Teachers
Retirement System. Don Collins thinks there are ways to get around this assessment and would like
to see this on the next agenda. He would like to see another way to spend the Title Funds. The
resolutions will be discussed further at the next meeting.

Warrants
The check warrants were not available so the board tabled the warrants for the next meeting.
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New Professional Hires
Julie Regimbal stated that they have recommendations to hire some wonderful MVU middle
school teachers. She recommended the following teachers:

Vaughn Mays-Math Interventionist, Ben McPherson-Social Studies, Jeff Miller-MS Science
Teacher, Carly Davis-Middle School Guidance Counselor.

Devin Bachelder moved, seconded by Meaghan Conly to approve the new hires as presented.
The board voted 9-0.

Future Agenda Items
Future agenda items are Post secondary outcomes, PLP Updates, Continuous Improvement
Plan Report, Truancy Data, Food Service Management Contract Renewals, Financial Report
and Resolutions

Future Meeting Dates and Sites

The next school board meeting will take place on May 23, 2023 in the MVU Middle/High School
Library at 6:00pm.

Meeting Adjourn
Peter Magnant moved to adjourn the meeting. Tobias Maguire seconded the motion. The motion was

approved on a 9-0 vote. The meeting adjourned at 8:06pm.
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