Town of Highgate

Development Review Board

July 14, 2022 @ 6pm
Approved Minutes

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

THIS MEETING WAS IN-PERSON WITH A ZOOM OPTION OFFERED

Join Zoom Meeting
https://usozweb.zoom.us/i/82 669656

I. CALLTO ORDER

The mecting was called to order by Richard Trombley, Chair, @ 6:00pm noting a
quorum of the board was present. It is noted that Courtney Veeder, partici pating via
Zoom, recused himself from the Capsey hearing, Courtney was employed by Barnard
& Gervais back in 2019 when this file was started and then withdrawn.

Present at this meeting;

DRB members: Richard Trombley — Chair; Tim Reynolds - Vice Chair; Woody
Rouse; Michael Kravets; Courlney Veeder (all were in-person, except Cou riney was
via Zoom)

Staff: Wendi Dusablon- Town Clerk / Public Meetings Clerk

Michael Johnston — Zoning Admiin, (both were in-person)

Public / Other: The following were in person: Doug Capsey; Henry Capsey; Cristian
Jablonski; Mark Capsey.  Via Zoom - James Bushey,

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Woody Rouse to approve the minutes from June g, 2022, as written.
The motion was seconded by Rick Trombley ~ APPROVED.

III. PUBLIC HEARING
Capsey, Mark / Henry / Douglas
2-Lot Subdivision — Sketch Plan Review
11.2 Acre Parcel ~ Lamkin Street
Medium Density Residential District

Present in-person for this hearing were Mark Capsey, Doug Capsey, Henry
Capsey and Cristian Jablonski from Barnard & Gervais. Abutting property
owner James Bushey participated via Zoom. Tt was again noted (as stated
above) that DRB member Courtney Veeder recused himself from this hearing,
as he was an employee of Barnard & Gervais back in 2019 when this file was
started, Rick Trombley swore everyone in that was participating. This
hearing is a continuation from a file started back in 2019, Henry Capsey
withdrew a few days before the scheduled hearing, stating he felt pressured. It
has since been through court proceedings, Civil Division — Docket No. 135-4-
20 FRCV, and is now back before the DRB. Mark Ca psey has questions about
Joining his current property with his subdivided piece after this process. That
is possible but is separate from what is being discussed here tonight. He hzs
questions about eliminating a lot line with his property and one formerly
owned by his father, who has since passed away. His father’s former home is
not oceupied and is no longer heated and only used for storage. There were
questions about the septic and septic replacement area and why those are
required. Cristian from Barnard & Gervais responded to Lhose questions.
Mark stated it was his dads wish to keep the property in the Capsey name, and
he is trying to adhere to those wishes. There was discussion and questions on
the advantages of combining contiguous parcels and what that means for
property taxes. With regard to the 2-lot subdivision, the plans from 2019
were used for this sketch plan review, Henry Capsey and his son, Doug
Capsey, had questions and concerns about the spring and the right-of-way to it,
which is in the upper meadow. Mark stated there is language in the court
documents about access to the well. Doug disagreed, stating that info was not
in the paperwork, which he had with him. There is currently an aceess to the
well which Henry mows. Access to the well should not be gated and/or locked
so Henry can have access to it. The DRB had some court documents in the file
which were brought in by Mark when this file wag re-activated. There were no
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documents pertaining to the well or access to it, and the DRB wants to see
those. The location of the meadow and well were pointed out on the plans by
Henry. Mark suggested putting in a new access road along the fence line.
James Bushey, abutting property owner, was on Zoom and he had questions
about the documents that had been discussed and if they were on record with
the town. He also had questions about the spring / well and if that was within
the surveyed lines of the Capsey estate and if the well was designated on the
sketch plan, New deeds will be made up when this subdivision process is
complete. Mr. Bushey leases his property to the Bourdeau family and wants to
make sure that he and the Capsey family continue to have a good relationship
in the future as abutting landowners. There will be a final mylar recorded with
the town as part of this process with clear lot lines shown. The current 11.2 +/-
acre parcel is proposed to be split as: lot #1 5.19 acres and lot #2 5.18 acres,
Barnard & Gervais will be doing all the survey work and will update the plans
with current dates, ete., for the next hearing. The DRB would like to see the
full court order regarding the right-of-way to the well for access and
maintenance, This should also be referenced on the plans. Henry stated that
the logging access road as put in by Arnold Bockus back in 1975 and that is
when the spring was put in as well. There was discussion and questions on
where the water line goes down to the house. The power line to the well
should be easy to locate, Doug Capsey again stated that the easement language
for the well is not in the court documents. Mark disagreed and said he had the
paperwork at home. Mark also had questions about setback distances for
fences. There were no further comments or questions from the board, the
applicants, the engineer, or the abutting neighbor. Motion by Tim Reynolds to
continue this hearing, The motion was seconded by Rick Trombley —
APPROVED. A follow up letter will be sent to Mark, Henry and Doug on
Monday with everything required for their next hearing. The next meeting is
August 11" with a submission deadline of July 25™ at noon,

It is noted for the minutes that Courtney Veeder re-joined the DRB, still via Zoom,

THER BUSINESS & UPDATES

* Mike Johnston had a few updates for the board, including a complaint
Heidi received about a vulgar flag at a residence in the village,

DELIBERATIVE SESSION

Motion by Rick Trombley to enter into deliberative session @ 7:04pm. The
motion was seconded by Tim Reynolds — APPROVED.  Motion by Woody
Rouse to exit deliberative session @ 7:27pm. The motion was seconded by
Michael Kravetz - APPROVED.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Rick Trombley to adjourn the meeting @ 7:30pm. The motion was
seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED.,
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