Town of Highgate

Development Review Board

December 14, 2023 @ 6pm
APPROVED MINUTES

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

THIS MEETING WAS IN-PERSON WITH A ZOOM OPTION OFFERED

Join Zoom Meeting: https://uso2zweb.zoom.us/j/84300946517

I. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Richard Trombley, Chair, @ 6:00pm noting a
quorum of the board was present.  This meeting was a hybrid of in-person and Zoom.
All participants in this meeting were in-person, unless otherwise noted.

Present at this meeting:

DRB Members: Richard Trombley — Chair; Tim Reynolds - Vice Chair; Michael
Kravetz; Woody Rouse  absent: Courtney Veeder

Staff: Wendi Dusablon- Town Clerk / Public Meetings Clerk (via Zoom); Carolyn
Towsley — Zoning Administrator

Public / Other: Angela Foster and Alex Hango (both via Zoom)

1I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Woody Rouse to approve the minutes from November @, 2023, as written.
The motion was seconded by Michael Kravetz — APPROVED.

II1. PUBLIC HEARINGS
Gagne, Dakota & Taylor
Viariance Review — continuation from 11/9/23
398 Lamkin Street
Village District

This was continued from 11/9/23 pending a review of the boundary line and the project
between the Gagne's and their neighbor, Anissa Christopher. This was supposed to
take place on November 29th, but Ms. Christopher cancelled and stated to Carolyn
(ZA) over the phone that she did not have any issues with the project or the variance
request. As arecap, M/M Gagne realized that they could not meet the setback in the
back corner of their proposed addition, so they came to the town for a variance down to
5. Itis also noted that M/M Gagne are not present or on Zoom, as their new baby
arrived yesterday. They are on standby and reachable if necessary. It was determined
that it was not necessary. This was continued because the neighbor had questions,
which are no longer an issue, per the conversation she had with Carolyn, It was also
noted that Ms, Christopher is not present or on Zoom for this meeting, There were
questions on who owns the fence that separates the property, which is believed to
belong to M/M Gagne. The listers office will have to verify the bedroom count of the
residence remaining a three-bedroom home after their project is complete.
Construction won't even begin until spring at this point. The board will continue their
discussion in deliberative session with details for their decision letter. Motion by
Michael Kravetz to approuvg the variance and close the hearing. The motion was
seconded by Woody Rouse — APPROVED.

Foster, Peter

2-Lot Subdivision — Sketch Plan Review
End of Ballard Road

Forest Reserve District

Angela Foster and Alex Hango were present via Zoom for this hearing. Both were
sworn in by Rick Trombley. It is noted for the record that Angela could hear us, but
her audio was not working properly, and we could not hear her, She was able to
communicate with nods and thumbs up as the hearing proceeded. Alex Hangp,
engineer, presented the project and answered all the questions regarding this proposal.
This was originally part of a 3-lot subdivision that was previously permitted with both
the state and the town. The original state permit was 10-15 years ago. Back then there
was a requirement by the state for a primary and a replacement mound system design.
That is no longer a requirement, so essentially there are extra mounds available, M/M
Foster would like to take lot #3 with the farmhouse and create an additional lot and
utilize one of the spare mounds, It would be (looking at the prints), existing lot #3
becoming lots #3 and #4 utilizing the existing right of way for lot #2. Existing lot #1
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they would like to have the driveway come off Ballard Road just past the Fosters
current driveway. Lot #1 is not built yet, but it is permitted, Lot #2isbuilt. Lot #3
is the current farmhouse lot. Lot #4 would be the proposed new lot. A curb cut
(driveway permit) will need to be applied for to access lot #1. Water and wastewater
permits are all approved by the State of Vermont. The road to lot #2 is in the form of a
driveway; and they propose to widen it to 20’ to serve the two back lots. There is space
there for EMS vehicles to aceess to turn around. The lown does not approve
hammerheads for this purpose, but Alex believes that a cireular turn-around is doable
by the driveway to lot #4. Michael asked about paving, none is being proposed. Rick
asked for any further input from the board or from Mr. Hango, He can modify the
plans to show the turn-around area. Rick read through the eriteria from the bylaws
regarding a sketch plan review. Planning and zoning information is missing from the
plans. M/M Foster are owners of the land that the mounds sit on, known as lot #3.
Accessibility to those mounds was discussed. There is access from all lots to the
mound area. Building envelopes need to be added to the plans. Tim asked about the
sewer line and would like to see the easement shown on the plans. Alex confirmed that
lot #4 will encompass everything inside the pink area up to the east line of lot #2. It
will have all four mounds on it, shown with a green line perimeter on the plans. Alex
can do a better job delineating this for the next meeting. Tim asked about the mound
for lot #3 where the farmhouse is and if they will ever need to use any of the mounds
out in the back. This was the designated replacement area, so if their septic ever failed,
yes, they would need access. There were questions about an old poll barn on site,
which will be coming down very soon. There was more discussion on the extra curb
cut (driveway) that will be required on Ballard Road past the current driveway. The
DRB would like the Public Works Director to take a look at that prior to the next
hearing. There was nothing further from the board, the applicant, or their engineer.
Motion by Woody Rouse to continue this 'ing at sketch plan, The motion was
seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED. A follow-up letter will be sent next week
with next steps to get on another agenda.

OTHER BUSINESS & UPDATES
» Decision letters and a mylar were signed.

DELIBERATIVE SESSION

Motion by Tim Reynolds to enter into deliberative session @ 6:39pm. The motion was
seconded by Woody Rouse — APPROVED. Motion by Rick Trombley to exit
deliberative session @ 7:15pm. The motion was seconded by Tim Reynolds —
APPROVED.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Rick Trombley to adjourn the meeting @ 7:17pm. The motion was
seconded by Woody Rouse — APPROVED.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:
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