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0“»‘ Town of Highgate DRAFT

Development Review Board

July 9, 2026 @ 6:00pm
DRAFT MINUTES

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/86148512198

L CALLTO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Richard Trombley, Chair @ 6:01pm, noting a
quorum of the board was present. This meeting was a hybrid of in-person and Zoom.
All participants in this meeting were in-person, unless otherwise noted.
Present at this meeting:
DRB Members: Richard Trombley, Chair; Michael Laroche, Vice-Chair; Woody
Rouse; Paulette Unwin absent — Robyn Klein
Staff: Wendi Dusablon- Town Clerk / Public Meetings Clerk; Carolyn Towsley —
Zoning Administrator
Public: Michael Gervais; Cristian Jablonski ; Norman Laroche

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Mike Laroche to approve the minutes from June 11, 2026, as presented.
The motion was seconded by Paulette Unwin - APPROVED,

I11. PUBLIC HEARINGS
Gervais Properties, LLC
Off from Route 78 & Maizefield Drive
15-Lot Subdivision — final plan review
File # DRB-003-26
Town Center District

Present for this hearing were Michael Gervais, Cristian Jablonski, and Norman
Laroche. All had been previously sworn in by Rick and were reminded they were still
under oath. Mr. Gervais noted that not much has changed. The stormwater
information is in and the easement on lot #9 for a stormwater basin is there. He
further explained and pointed out easements and septic isolation distances. Most
easements are to keep a buffer around the septic systems. Tree screening will be
added as requested, and they are proposing white pines for the sandy soils. A 3’ gravel
sidewalk with a minimum 2’ grass buffer was pointed out on the plans. Underground
utilities are shown. Other than electric there are no others unless VT Gas extends up
that far in the future. VTrans has seen the plans and said it all looks good. Norm
Laroche asked about lot #1-#8, which are on Maizefield Drive, which is why the lots in
this proposal are numbered as they are. Woody asked about the wells, most are going
to be shared. We can’t predict what the water flow will be and what the bedrock will
give. Carolyn asked about the access point for the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. MTr.
Gervais stated that the state has found their proposed location to be acceptable. LVRT
is also working with Ed Pierce (VTrans) on this and Ed has discussed it with Mr.
Gervais. Mr. Gervais touched on the stormwater permit topic and accommodations
are being included in the permitting for the future if anyone wanted to build a garage,
for example. Rick had questions about the proposed placement of the homes on the
lots and if those will change. Paulette asked about HOA documents. These are
drafted as the Gervais Lane Homeowners Association and were submitted to the file

DRAFT DRB MINUTES — 7/9/26 -




VI.

last time. Carolyn noted that Gervais Lane is not listed on our road inventory as an
approved road name so they will have to go through that road name process to make it
official. Paving was discussed. They would like to have 50% of the homes done before
they do the first pavement layer. Mr. Gervais has an agreement with Norm Laroche to
not sell the lot next to him in the first five years. Rick read through the criteria from
the bylaws with regard to final plan review. Rick asked about landscaping, lighting
and garbage collection. Mr. Gervais pointed out one change for the final mylar on one
easement where the distances were not indicated. Woody would like the culvert
location to be indicated on the final mylar as well. There were no further questions,
comments, or discussion. Motion by Woody Rouse to close the hearing. The motion
was seconded by Mike Laroche - APPROVED. The DRB has 45-days to issue a
written decision. Both Mr. Gervais and Mr. Jablonski are very familiar with the
process from here.

OTHER BUSINESS & UPDATES

The DRB had three decision letters for review, signature, and approval.

DELIBERATIVE SESSION

Motion by Rick Trombley to enter into deliberative session @ 6:27pm. The motion
was seconded by Woody Rouse - APPROVED. Motion by Rick Trombley to exit
deliberative session @ 6:57pm. The motion was seconded by Woody Rouse ~
APPROVED.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Rick Trombley to adjourn the meeting @ 6:58pm. The motion was
seconded by Paulette Unwin — APPROVED.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

, Town Clerk &
‘Wendi Dusablon Public Meetings Clerk Date
Minutes approved by:

, Highgate DRB

Date

DRAFT DRB MINUTES - 7/9/26 -
——————————— e T e I DR



