TOWN OF HIGHGATE

Planning Commission
AUGUST 20, 2024 @ 6pm
APPROVED MINUTES

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/83034243853

I.

II.

III.

CALLTO ORDER

Luc Dupuis called the meeting to order @ 6:00pm. This meeting was a hybrid of in-
person and Zoom. Those participating were in-person, unless otherwise noted.
Planning Commission Board Members: Luc Dupuis, Chair; Scott Bessette, Vice-
Chair; Tom Conley; Jack Pelkey

Town of Highgate Staff: Sharon Bousquet, Town Administrator; Wendi Dusablon,
Town Clerk & Public Meetings Clerk

Public / Other: None

GOALS OF PLANNING REVIEW

Sharon shared a document with the PC about Vermont Planning Goals and discussion
followed on how to make Highgate a better, stronger, more sustainable place to live and
where generations want to stay. Scott had questions about the complaints about Mr.
Feeley’s garage on Cross Street / Route 78, which were discussed. That conditional use
permit is decades old and needs updating. As a town we are encouraging retail and
commercial growth, so let’s not slap those that already exist. Scott would like to see
housing growth slow down and keep Highgate small and rural. Other big issues were
discussed such as childcare (lack of and expense of), recreational programming we offer
and could offer, the VCMP property and plans, our library, our schools, and the
connectivity of it all. We have applied for funding for more sidewalks when the village
wastewater project has us dug up already. Initial costs are not the concern, as with
anything it’s the maintenance needed and upkeep. Town properties were discussed
and programs that could take place to benefit our residents of all ages. Pickleball is
popular and takes place at the arena already. A place for our older population to meet
and play cards and have a coffee would be nice. We have funding for a pavilion along
the rail trail that will include an ADA compliant port-o-let. The arena entrance and
lobby project was discussed. Our recreation facility saw 18,000 visitors last year!
There was discussion on our food sources and other assets in our village — like
Desorcie’s Market and McCuins, and what the future holds when these folks retire. The
town has had interest in the VCMP property for apartments and possibly a day care, but
no formal offers. The veterinarian’s office closed and was offered to sell it to the town,
but we are not in a position to buy with so many projects happening. Opportunities to
come together as a community were discussed — hockey games / voting days / field days
—to name a few. The future of Franklin County Field Days is very uncertain. Access to
nature and the outdoors, as well as the river and the dam, were brought up. Drug use
and needles is an issue here and everywhere. We do have FCSO for police coverage and
they have been seen all over town. The PC will continue to think about this topic as we

move forward.

VERMONT z50th
Sharon shared a flyer with information on the 250t anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence and the formation of the United States of America. It is

attached to the end of these minutes.




REVIEW PROPOSED HIGHGATE VILAGE WATER ORDINANCES AND

HIGHGATE VILLAGE WASTEWATER ORDINANCES

Sharon shared a document of a draft ordinance for water only to feed the VCMP
property. The water will come from the arena water source which is 617 deep and 60
gallons per minute. This draft document is an accumulation of Swanton’s and
Fairfax’s ordinances. Water will only be offered to commercial development on the
VCMP property and no residential. This will require more frequent testing of the water
source, which we already do. The ordinance does not include any information on
pricing. Scott asked about water meters, pumps, and maintenance. The PC did not
review any ordinance for the wastewater at this meeting, but ww will be offered to
residential as well. There was discussion of the arena hooking up to the ww system,
which would allow them to use more of their front lawn area. There were questions on
where the water line will run and how the school district needs to play ball with us on
these improvements because they stand to benefit as well. The full document that was
reviewed is attached to the end of these minutes.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Selectboard is attempting to purchase the property at 28 Mill Hill Road, and it
will be a question to the voters on the Nov. 5th ballot. Scott asked about forgiving
the penalties and liens and how that will work in all fairness to others. If the town
ends up with the property, it will be for a cost, and then we will have costs to clean it
up. Sharon noted that we also got a legal opinion that the fines would be hard to
collect.

Scott spoke about VEC charging more for on-demand power based on usage. He
questions how the State’s push for everything electric can be justified if we are
going to be penalized by the utility companies.

Wendi asked when the PC will start working on the CIP. Last year it was October
and November, but Sharon said Shelley wasn’t happy with that, so she will reach
out to Shelley about this year’s schedule. The PC would like to have it spread out
over more than one meeting to give each department the proper time and attention
it needs and deserves.

The VCMP pole barn will be moved to Transfer Station Rd. near the sand shed, we
have a quote for $22,000.00 for that to be moved, date to be determined.

The airport water and sewer project will start on Sept. 204, We have reached out to
hangar owners at the airport about hooking up. There has been some difficulty
with Mr. Harrison but believe that is back on the right track now. He has 31 acres
adjacent to the airport, but the ACT250 permit says there are 14 usable acres. The
State owns hundreds of acres there, including the Handy property which was
purchased in 2023.

The transfer station project should be complete by early October.

The town is working with Casella on a new contract, to hopefully be completed
soon. They have been very reasonable to work with and offered more than we
originally asked for. The town has spent a lot of time and money to keep that
location viable. The new agreement will have automatic fee changes incorporated
into the document. They are also looking at adding stormwater systems that they
will maintain, install, run plans for and design.

Tom reminded everyone about State and County fairs throughout Vermont that are
coming up.

APPROVE MINUTES

Motion by Tom Conley to approve the minutes from July 16, 2024, as written. The
motion was seconded by Scott Bessette — APPROVED.

The next PC meeting will be Sept. 17th at 6pm.
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VII. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Scott Bessette to adjourn the PC meeting @ 7:39pm. The motion was
seconded by Tom Conley — APPROVED.

Minutes regpectfylly submitted by:

q/ﬂ’ﬂq

Wendi Dusablon, Town Clerk & Public Meetings Clerk Date

Minutes approved by:

fir o o7 /)7/ 207
§ ning Commission Chair /

Luc Dupuis, Plan
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What resources or ideas would help you or someone else you know with...

Transportation
(mentioned 62 times)

Three popular
specificatlons were that
public transportation
should

-have more routes and
buses

-accommodate people
with different work
schedules and shifts

-share information and

advertise widely

More/Better
Carpooling
(mentioned 25 times)

Two popular
specifications were that
carpooling should

-be business-owned or

employer supported

be more widely known

about and advertised

-

[[ Providers/Options
and Availability
{mentioned 24 times)

Two ponular
specifications were that
there should be child
care

-available for parents
working different shifts

-at places of

employment

More Affordable
lousing (mentioned
26 times)

Three popular
specifications were that
there should be more
affordable

-rental options

-housing options for
low-income people or
those with poor credit

-housing that feels safe

' Reduced Cost and
‘Help with Cost
{mentioned 16 times)

Three specifications
mentioned several
Limes were that cost
should be reduced

-with government
help/subsidies

-without iowering the
nav of child rare
workers

-by lowering the
income limit for
financial assistance

More Housing
Options and Housing
Diversity (mentioned
14 times)

Two specifications
mentioned several
times were more
housing that

-is handicap and low-
mobility accessible

-is affordable for

Ai#orevﬂ- citniatinne
LTSI S Situauilies

More Local
Resources
(mentioned 9 times)

Two specifications
mentioned several
times were local

-counseling

-treatment options

More Available
Information and
Advertising
(mentioned 7 times)

The specification
mentioned the most
was some kind of
accessible list of
resources

challenges? What should leaders be addressing?

What do you believe is happening behind the scenes and in the systems to create these empioyment

(I

Creating Higher Wages and Increased Minimum Wage (mentioned 22 times)
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Highgate Water System Ordinance — 9/1/2024

DEFINITIONS

Board - shall mean the three (3) appointed members of the Water &
Wastewater Board

Commercial - shall mean any building other than residential or industrial
(includes municipal buildings)

Curb Stop - shall mean the valve which terminates the service line and to
which the buildings service line is connected, to provide water service to user

Department - shall mean all of the facilities of the water system as owned by
the Town of Highgate

Disconnection- shall mean deliberate interruption by the Department/Board
of Water service to the User, for reason of delinquent payment or other
appropriate violation.

Distribution Main — (Water Main or Main) shall mean the primary supply pipe
or conduit from which service connections are made to supply water to the
User, installed or caused to be installed by the Department/Board for the

distribution of water.

Extension(Water Main Extension) — shall mean any extension of the
municipal water system in accordance with the rules, regulations, standards,

and specifications of the Town of Highgate.

Industrial - shall mean any structure (s) used or intended for use as a
business enterprise for manufacturing, processing, cleaning, laundering or
assembling any product, commodity or article.

Fire Services - shall mean water service provided to the User for fire
protection systems or equipment installed on the property of the User.

May - is permission. Shall is Mandatory.

New Service Location - shall mean areas at a distance of more than 200 feet
from distributions mains of the Department, where extensions of distribution

mains is required to provide service.
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Highgate Water System Ordinance — 9/1/2024

DEFINITIONS (CONTD)

Person - shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, group or
other legal entity

Property Owner (Owner)- shall mean that person(s) or User, identified as
owner of property by recorded deed.

Residential - shall mean any building occupied as a one or more family

Avniallimes ot
UVVTLLILIE Ul

Service Line (Service Pipe) - shallmean the pipe or conduit running from
distribution main to a curb stop at the property line of the User.

Subdivision - shall mean the division of any part, parcel, or area of land into
two or more lots or parcels; for the purpose of conveyance, transfer,
improvement or sale, with appurtenant roads, streets, lanes, alleys and ways,
dedicated to public use, or the use of purchasers or owners of lots fronting
thereon, or as defined in the Subdivision Regulations of the Town of Highgate.

Superintendent - shall mean the appointee of the Board, who shall be
responsible for the operation of the Highgate Water Systcm.

Tap - shall mean any connection of a service line to the Main.

| ) L 1. 7= Dwvrma
Unconnected Property — shall mcanthose

l®]
'.l
200 feet or less from distribution main which
User (Customer) - shall mean any person, firm, corporation, association or
group receiving or requesting water from the Highgate Water System.

Use of Highgate Water System

1) The Board shall have the authority to establish rules and regulations in
order to carry out the provisions of this ordinance.

2) This Ordinance shall constitute a part of the contract between each
User and the Town of Highgate. Each User shall be bound by this
ordinance, and all subsequent amendments thereto. The User’s
apblication for water service shall be considered the User’s consent to
be bound by this ordinance.
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Highgate Water System Ordinance - 9/1/2024
USE OF HIGHGATE WATER SYSTEM (CONTD)

3) Acopy of this Ordinance is available at the Highgate Municipal Office.

4) Failure to know this Ordinance will not excuse the User from the
consequences of failing to comply with their terms and conditions.

5) Water Supply Emergencies: The Board may prescribe emergency rules
governing the supply and use of water as it may deem appropriate to
accommodate such emergency. Such rules shall be adopted at any
duly held meeting of the Board or Selectboard. Any required notice of
such meeting shall state that the Board will consider adopting
emergency rules governing the supply and use of water. Such rules
shall be adopted by majority vote of the Board or Selectboard (in an
Emergency) and become effective immediately upon adoption.

6) All water shall be metered except as otherwise provided by this
ordinance or as approved by the Superintendent.

7) It shall be unlawful for any person to extend, tap or in any injure or
tamper with a Water Main Service Pipe. All tapping and turning of Water
Main Valves shall be done under the direction of the Superintendent.

8) It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any seal placed on a valve,
meter or other appurtenance of the Department unless permission to
do so has been given in writing by the Superintendent prior to the
removal of seals.

9) No person shall suffer or permit water from the water system to run to
waste through any faucets or fixtures to prevent freezing, or, for any
other purpose, to be kept running any longer than necessary without
prior approval of the Board. The Board shall restrain and prevent any
and all waste of water, and to that end may, when necessary turn off
water or take such action as, in their judgement, appears proper.

10)No connection will be made to the water system without first submitting
a completed Water Connection Application which has been approved by

the Board.

11) All fees and charges shall be paid in full before any connection to the

Highgate Water System. All fees and charges are stated in the fee
schedule which is available at the Town Municipal Office.
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Highgate Water System Ordinance —9/1/2024
USE OF HIGHGATE WATER SYSTEM (CONTD)

12) Completion of the Application and payment of fees shall be considered
acknowledgement and agreement by the applicant to comply with all
ordinances, ruies, and reguiations.

13) Contractor “Construction Services” shall include the Water Connection
Fee to be paid in full before water is on. If service equipmentis not then
inctalled in the final lacatinn, the additional cost of labor and material to

14) When it is desired to discontinue the water, notice shall be given to the
Board.

15) All meters installed after the initial project is completed, shall be
furnished by the Owner and shail be installed to specifications designated

by the Board. The cost of installing meters and any cost for repair caused

by frost, hot water, malicious mischief, or any other improper usage shall
be paid by the Property Owner. The Department shall not furnish water
through any meter over which they do not have exclusive control. All
meters shall become the property of the Town.

16) All meters shall be installed with cellar stops and a check valve or valve
on each side of the meter. No meter shall be installed without a pressure
regulator or approved backflow preventer where it is considered to be
injurious to the Water System or the Owner. The full cost of these devices
shall be the responsibility of the Owner. All routine and necessary
maintenance of the water meter shall be the responsibility of the Town of
Highgate. Cost of replacement or repairs of cellar stops, check valves,
pressure regulators, and backflow preventers shall be the responsibility of
the Owner. Periodic testing of the backflow preventers shall be at the

17) In installing a service to any premise and furnishing water, material, or

labor; the Board and superintendent shall negotiat‘é%%’ﬁly the Owner of said
premises. The owner on the other hand, desiring to use the Highgate Water
System, shall keep the Board advised of the address to which bills, notices
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Highgate Water System Ordinance — 9/1/2024
USE OF HIGHGATE WATER SYSTEM (CONTD)

and other communications are to be sent. A change of tenants or owners
will not relieve the Owner from liability for payment of delinquent bills and
liens securing said obligations.

18) One Water Meter shall be installed at each building. At apartment
buildings, additional meters may be installed at the owner’s expense. At
no time will more than one meter per apartment be allowed. Billings for all
meters are the responsibility of the Owner.

19) All private distribution mains shall be maintained from the point where
the main leaves the Town of Highgate Easement or Right-of-way by an
association or an individual, Not by the Town of Highgate.

20) A damage fee shall be charged to the operator of any motorized vehicle
which shall cause any fire hydrant to be damaged, broken, or otherwise
rendered inoperative by reason of accident or intent. Said operator shall be
liable for costs of material, labor, and equipment required to return hydrant
to operable condition in addition to the fine.

21) Water Mains may only be extended upon an agreement in writing
wherein the applicant shall agree to pay all labor and materials necessary
including valves, hydrants, tapping, service pipes, and appurtenances. The
Applicant shall agree such extension shall be installed to American Water
Works Association Standards as well as any Town, State or Federal
Standards. The Water Main extension must be constructed, approved and
inspected by a licensed, registered Professional Engineer.

22) All material, labor and locations for installation or extension of Mains or
Services shall be approved by the Board and Superintendent. All water
main extensions or alterations must be submitted to the Board on a
detailed, workable 24”x36” print drawing to 1” =50’ or 1” = 40’ scale at
least 30 days prior to the anticipated date of construction is to commence.

23) The Town shall not be liable for any injury, loss, or damage of whatever
nature, caused or occasioned by failure to maintain a constant or uniform
pressure within the water main or by stoppage of water by frost or other
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Highgate Water System Ordinance - 9/1/2024

USE OF HIGHGATE WATER SYSTEM (CONTD)

cause, damage of any kind caused or created out of furnishing or failing to
furnish water.

24) The Town shall not be required to provide notice of interruption. Notice
of interruption may be provided as a courtesy except under emergency .

25) Users shall be notified in writing of interruption of service by
“Disconnection” as provided in 24 VSA CH 125.

26) No person shall be entitled to damages, nor have any portion of a
payment refunded for any stoppage occasioned by accident to any portion
of the water system, or for non-use occasioned by absence or any other
reason.

27) The Town will comply with State Regulations with regard to testing,
monitaring and rennrting nf the \Water Svstem

28) All persons taking water shall keep their fixtures and service pipe within
their premises in good repair and fully protected from frost and shall
prevent the waste of water. The Department shall not be liable for leakage
of hydrants, pipes, or fixtures upon the premises of the user or for any
obstructions or restrictions therein caused by frost or otherwise, nor for
any damage resulting from foregoing.

29) Repairs to any building service line from the curb stop to the meter
within the building shall be done at the Property Owner’s expense for
materials, labor, excavation, backfilling and patching.

30) The curb stop shall be located at the limit of the Village Right-of-way or
the limit of the Water Main Right-of-way. The Town will be responsible for
the maintenance of the service pipe from the Main up to and including the
curb stop. The Property Owner shall be liable for the maintenance of the
service line from the curb stop to the cellar.

31) The Town of Highgate shall utilize construction standards and
specifications as they deem to be in the best interest of the water system.
These standards will be administered by the Board and Superintendent.



Highgate Water System Ordinance - 9/1/2024

Highgate Water System Ordinance — 9/1/2024
USE OF HIGHGATE WATER SYSTEM (CONTD)

32) Standards applicable to the Highgate Water System will include the
standards, rules, regulations and requirements as specified by:

- Highgate Water System

- Vermont Department of Health

- Vermont Department of Water Resources

- Environmental Protection Agency

- American Water Works Association

- Contracted engineers

- Any other Town, State or Federal agencies having jurisdiction

33) All materials and equipment used will meet the most recent A.W.W.A.
specifications and will be compatible with materials and equipment
presently utilized in the water system, and as approved by the Board.

34) The Board and its assignees shall review plans of all proposed water
system construction to ensure compliance with said standards.

35) All construction activities within the Town’s right-of-way shall occur
between April 1 and November 15, except as approved by the Board in
advance.

36) Any Contractor is required to provide proof of insurance certificate.

Water Mains and their related appurtenances shall be eligible for
acceptance as a part of the Highgate Water System when
following criteria has been met:

a) The installation and materials have been approved by the
Board as in compliance with established standards.
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Highgate Water System Ordinances —9/1/2024

WATER UTILITY ACCEPTANCE REQUIREMENTS (CONTD)

b) The installation has passed the necessary hydrostatic pressure
and leakage tests in accordance with the latest revisions of
AWWA C-600.

c) The installation has been disinfected in accordance with the
latest revision of AWWA C-601 and has been certified by the

Vermont Department of Health to he free of bacteriological
contamination.

d) Allinstallations must be in the Highway Right-of-way or within
an easement deeded to the Town of Highgate.

e) Prior to the acceptance of any new water facilities into

municipal water distribution system, the Board shall be

furnished (1) set of Record Drawings, that shall be 24”x36”in

size and drawn to 1”=50’ or 1”=40’ scale.

One year from the date of any new installation that was placed

in service, the Board can determine whether or not the Town is

willing to take ownership and responsibility of the new

installation.

-
~—

WATER RATES AND CHANGES

1) All fees, charges, rates or rents of the Department fororin
connection with the water supply shall be determined by the
Board and shall be a lien against the real estate, furnished with
the service for which such charges, rates or rents are imposed,
in the same manner and to the same effect as taxes are alien
on real estate under Section 5061 of Titie 32, VSA.

2) No abatement of charges, rates, or rents for or in any
connection with water supply shall be allowed by reason of
disuse or diminished use of such services or vacancy of the
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;’j premises served, unless reasonable notice of such disuse,
diminished use or vacancy of premises shall have been given
to the Board. Nor shall any payment be refunded, nor
abatement made in connection with charges, rates, or rents for
water by reason of occurrence of any of the matters or things
specified in this Ordinance.

4) Every bill, charge, rent or statement rendered by the
Department shall, unless specified therein, be paid by the due
date of said bill, and if not so paid, a late charge of 1% shall be
added to the bill and collected as part thereof. All delinquent
water bills shall be collected, and water service discontinued
in accordance with the Municipal Uniform Disconnect Act (24
VSA ch.129).

5) In the event any water meter is removed from any premises at
the request of the Owner and for any reason, a reinstallation
fee shall be charged. (This does not apply to faulty or leaking
meters).

6) Should any meter become inoperative between readings, upon
investigation and discretion of the Board, the customer shall
be billed at the average amount of the two preceding two
quarters that the meter recorded correctly.

7) Nothing contained herein shall limit the authority of the
Department or the Selectboard, to impose taxes or
assessments upon the Grand List, as provided by law.

8) The Owner is responsible for the payment of water bills and is
also responsible for notifying the Town of Highgate of any
changes in mailing addresses. Failure to receive a bill does not
relieve the Owner of the obligation for payment and for the
payment of penalties.
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9) For each service, the person in whose name the bills are
rendered, shall be responsible for payment, without regard to
whether that person is the Ultimate User. By applying for water
service, the owner agrees to pay all bills that become due, and
in failing to do so, agrees to pay ati co T eclion
including Attorney Fees.

10) The Sunerintendent may call for the performance of a

SpE mepumy | N paspmapepReR T U} R PP o S H 1 T
review, testing, inspeciion or otner engineering services. fhe

Owner, Contractor, or Developer shall reimburse the
Department 100% of the costs of those services provided.

11) Water Bills will be divided into:

Base Rate
Use Charge — based on actual water consumed
Other charges — may include charges for fire hydrant damage,
Meter re-installation, service reconnections, bad check fees
and engineer services.

12) Water Fee Schedules are available in the Municipal Office
and posted to the highgatevt.org website.

POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF INSPECTORS

The Superintendent or other duly authorized representatives of the
Department bearing proper credentials and identification shall be
permitted to enter upon all properties for the purposes of
inspection, observation, removing of replacing imeters,
measurement, sampling and other testing, in accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance. Inspectors and meter readers will

carry appropriate identification and will show same upon request to
the Property Owner or authorized agent.
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PROTECTION FROM PHYSICAL DAMAGE

No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently
break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any
structure, appurtenance, or equipment, which is part of the
Highgate Water System. Any person violating this provision shall be
subject to immediate arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.

CONFLICT

If any provision(s) of this Ordinance is (are) found to be in conflict
with any provisions of Zoning, Building, Safety or Health, or the
Ordinance of the Town or State of Vermont existing on or
subsequent to the effective date of this Ordinance, that provision
which, in the judgement of the Board, establishes the higher
standard of safety and health shall prevail; and that provision or
ordinance that sets the lower standard is hereby declared invalid to
the extent that it is found to be in conflict with the provision or
ordinance which sets the higher standard and is hereby repealed.

The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision of this
Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part of this
Ordinance.

PENALTIES

Any violation of the foregoing shall, pursuant to 24VSA, Section 1974
(a), constitute a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than
$500.00 (Five Hundred Dollars) or imprisonment not to exceed 1
(one) year. Each week the violation continues shall constitute a
separate offense. In addition, pursuant to 24 VSA, Section 1974(b),
may seek injunctive relief, without affecting criminal prosecution
brought pursuant to the foregoing sentence. The Town of Highgate
reserves the right to institute any action or damages and declaratory
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relief, whenever it deems such action to be appropriate. Inany
action for damages or injunctive relief against a User in which the
Town obtains judgement, the User shall pay the Town’s court costs
and attorney’s fees, and such amount shall be added to any such
judgement.

In addition to any of the remedies, the Town of Highgate shall be
empowered to disconnect water service to a User, after notice,
when the payment of vaiid biii or charge is delinquent as provided oy
24 VSA Chapter 129. The Town will administer the Articles of 24 VSA
Chapter 129 as it deems in the best interest of the Water System
and its operation.

ORDINANCE IN EFFECT

On September 5, 2024 this Ordinance was reviewed by the Highgate
Selectboard and no changes were deemed necessary. The
Ordinance remains in effect as written.

Duly enacted and ordained this 5" day of September, 2024; by the
Highgate Selectboard.

Vern Brosky iii, Chairman Merry Souza, Vice C

Richard Flint Kyte Lothiain

- Ben Lowell



Vermont 250" Strategies & Themes

Projects funded with Vermont 250th Community Planning Grants must align
=24 with at least one of the following strategies outlined in the Vermont 250th

e~ VERMONT -0 Anniversary Commission Strategic Plan (adopted on December 13, 2022)
HHST@RY and/or one of the theme's outlined in the Governor's Executive Order (2020)
— thatcreated the Vermont's 250th Anniversary Commission.

e un 10 N o'

» Increase relevance of 250th history by expanding the historical narrative to include a
greater diversity of perspectives and experiences.

» Uitilize resources from other states and past commemorations.

e Connect national history to regional and local levels and include local communities, arts
and cultural institutions, historical societies, and state and local governments.

« Develop programming that relates to pressing public issues.
» Promote arts and cultural heritage.

* Increase school participation or provide organizations and teachers with relevant
content.

» Increase public awareness of 250th commemorations.

» Relate to the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence and
the formation of the United States of America.

¢ Highlight the role of Vermont's military experience during the Revolutionary War.
 Highlight the role Vermonters played in the American Revolution, and give voice to the
many different ways in which diverse Vermonters experienced the time period and were

impacted by its legacy.

» Encourage Americans to remember our past, celebrate the present, and look forward to
a promising future,






