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Town of Highgate

Development Review Board

March 10, 2022 @ 6pm
Approved Minutes

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

THIS MEETING WAS IN-PERSON WITH A ZOOM OPTION OFFERED

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/83046415990
Meeting ID: 830 4641 5990

CALLTO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Richard Trombley, Chair, @ 6:00pm noting a
quorum of the board was present.

Present at this meeting:

DRE members: Richard Trombley — Chair; Timothy Reynolds — Vice-Chair;

Woody Rouse; Michael Kravetz (all were in-person)  absent — Courtney Veeder
Staff: Wendi Dusablon- Town Clerk / Public Meetings Clerk

Michael Johnston — Zoning Admin. (both were in-person)

Public / Other: Sharon Bousquet (in-person); Darleen Tremblay (via Zoom); Jessika
Tremblay (via Zoom); Galaxy Tablet A (unidentified person via Zoom)

REORGANIZATION OF THE DRB

Michael Kravetz and Woody Rouse were both recently reappointed to the DRB, each
for another three-year term.  Motion by Tim Reynolds to nominate Richard
Trombley as Chair of the DRB. The motion was seconded by Woody Rouse. There
were no other nominations. Motion for Richard Trombley to serve as Chair of the
Highgate Development Review Board — APPROVED. Moation by Woody Rouse to

nominate Timothy Reynolds as Vice-Chair of the DRB. The motion was seconded by
Michael Kravetz. There were no other nominations, Motion for Timothy Revnolds to
serve as Vice-Chair of the Highgate Development Review Board - APPROVED.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Rick Trombley to approve the minutes from February 10, 2022, as written.
The motion was seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Tremblay, David & Darleen

305 Bouchard Road

Conditional Use — Waiver of Setback
Agricultural District

Present for this hearing (via Zoom) were Darleen Tremblay and Jessika Tremblay, both
were sworn in by Rick Trombley. Also, on Zoom was “Galaxy Tablet A” who did not
activate their camera or audio for this hearing, or identify themselves, even when
asked. The proposal is for an addition to the existing primary residence through a
breezeway for a 40’ x 9o’ structure and garage. The garage is proposed to be 25’ wide
for a total of 115", not including the connecting breezeway, which will be approximately
30" The breezeway is proposed to be enclosed and 8'-10" wide, They are short on
the front setback to the center of the road by approximately 9. There will possibly be,
down the road, a 25’ x 15" deck or a sunreom, but not right away. The garage would be
connected and be approximately 25’ x 25’, large enough to accommodate two cars and
wide enough for the special needs equipment for Jessika's son. Tim asked if any state
permits had been obtained yet. No, not yet, but Jessika is aware of the need to obitain
them, Jessica had questions for the board about ADA accessibility and flexibility
within our bylaws. Mike Johnston spoke about state statute and accessory dwellings
and how state statute takes priority over our town bylaws. Jessika had questions
about how to address some issues with the State. She also asked if the entire farm had
to be surveyed or just the section that she is considering building on. To survey the
entire farm she has received a price of $16,000.00. The Tremblay farm is in Land
Trust, which can't be truly subdivided anyway. Both Jessica Tremblay and Mike
Johnston have spoken with Vermont Land Trust about this, and a “paper subdivision”
would be allowed. Mike Johnston will look into Jessika's questions and get back to her
early next week. Michael Kravetz asked about the 90’ x 40" expansion to the house
and what that would be used for. This would be Jessika’s primary living quarters to
include living space, kitchen, bedrooms, bathrooms, all handicapped accessible. Her
preference would be to not be cannected to the farmhouse, and if that is the case, she
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can meet the setback requirements of the town. There was discussion on the options
for her primary dwelling. There were further questions about Vermont Land Trust.
Because the property is in Land Trust it is technically leased land. It all needs to stay
with the farm so it cannot be conventionally subdivided. The “paper subdivision” was
further discussed as well. Rick read through the criteria from the bylaws for a
Conditional Use, as well as through the criteria from the bylaws for a Waiver of
Setback. Jessika is aware that either way she will need a new wastewater permit from
the State of VI. Motion by Tim Reynolds to close the Conditional Use hearing. The
motion was seconded by Michael Kravetz - APPROVED. Motion by Tim Reynolds
to close the Waiver of Setback hearing. The motion was seconded by Woody Rouse ~
APPROVED. Rick explained to the applicant’s that a decision letter will be
forthcoming in the mail within 45 days. Upon receipt of the letter, they can appeal the
decision of the DRB by contacting the Zoning Administrator, or if they are happy with
the decision of the DRB they will have to contact the Zoning Administrator for the
proper town permits. Mike Johnston asked “Galaxy Tablet A” to identify themselves
for the minutes, which they did not. The unidentified person(s) was notified that
because they did not participate in the hearing or identify themselves, they cannot
participate in any possible future appeals with regard to this hearing, which has now
been closed.

OTHER BUSINESS & UPDATES

s  Mike Johnston gave some brief updates on violations. The DRB asked Mike if he
felt his 16 hours per week was enough to do his work and follow up on violations.
Mike feels it is enough but would be open to whatever the town decides.

e The group discussed the bylaw updates and bylaw modernization grant. Four
topics have been brought forward for updates: regulations around commercial
solar operations; paving after A76 standards clearly specified; address
contradictory sections throughout the bylaws; parking standards for developments.
Mike Johnston also read from a short list of bylaw concerns he has heard from
community members. The DRB doesn't see the need for a full bylaw rewrite, only
amendments as needed. Violation consequences were discussed also. If the DRB
wants more info on the modernization grant, Mike can have someone from NRPC
come speak to them. The aim is to make the bylaws more accessible for housing
and to lower housing costs, so housing is more accessible to all. The language in
our bylaws does need to be updated with regard to affordable and accessible
housing.

¢ Sharon Bousquet was present and wanted to check in with the DRB, as well as
make sure they were aware of the Community Forums and free dinner on March
29t at Highgate Elementary School. Sharon also spoke about the ARPA funding
that the town has received and there was a discussion on usage of those funds.

* The DRB would like to meet with the PC again on the bylaws on April 14™, as long
as they don’t have too many hearings. Right now it looks like it might be a good
date.

DELIBLERATIVE SESSION

Motion by Rick Trombley to enter into deliberative session @ 6:57pm. The
motion was seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED. Motion by Rick
Trombley to exit deliberative session @ 8:02pm. The motion was seconded
by Woody Rouse - APPROVED.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Rick Trombley to adjourn the meeting @ 8:02pm. The motion was
seconded by Woody Rouse — APPROVED.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:
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Minutes approved by:
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