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Town of Highgate

Development Review Board

November 10, 2022 @ 6pm
Approved Minutes

NOTE: All actions taken are unanimous unless otherwise stated.

THIS MEETING WAS IN-PERSON WITH A ZOOM OPTION OFFERED

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/82155126505

CALLTO ORDE
The meeting was called to order by Richard Trombley, Chair, @ 6:00pm noting a
quorum of the board was present.

Present at this meeting;:

DRB members; Richard Trombley — Chair; Tim Reynolds - Vice Chair; Woody
Rouse (all were in-person); Michael Kravetz (viazoom)  absent — Courtney Veeder
Staff: Wendi Dusablon- Town Clerk / Public Meetings Clerk

Michael Johnston — Zoning Admin. (both were in-person)

Public / Other: Mark Capsey (in-person)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Woody Rouse to approve the minutes from QOctober 13, 2022, as written.
The motion was seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED,

PUBLIC HEARINGS

¢ Capsey, Mark / Douglas / Henry
2-Lot Subdivision — Final Plan Review
11.2 Acre Parcel — Lamkin Street
Medium Density Residential District

Mark Capsey was present for this hearing and was reminded he was still under
oath. Doug and Henry Capsey were not present.  After several meetings, this is
now under final review., Mike Johnston, ZA, has spoken to Mark Capsey, as well as
with Doug Capsey and the subdivision piece will be decided by this board if they
feel they have enough information. The documents, such as the deeds and
easement information, will follow and will have no bearing on the decision of this
board regarding the 2-lot subdivision. Mike Johnston read into the record a
statement from Doug Capsey, which requested that, if possible, upon approval, that
it be made a condition that all deeds and easements are submitted into the land
records, or the subdivision would be null and void. This is a standard process to
be a condition of approval. ‘The mylar has been finalized and has been here with
the town for several months, waiting for the subdivision process to be complete.
Mark stated that he and his attorney have completed their deed work, but Doug
and Henry have not. They should be mirror images of each other and it has been
court ordered for them to get things in order. Finances between the two parties
also need to be settled. There are things for them to still work through, but these
things are separate from the subdivision process before the DRB. Mark shared
some history of the parcel and how it came to be in their names. He shared
photos of the well site that has been brought up several times throughout their
hearings. He noted that in the future he is considering goats and / or sheep for
his portion of the property and he will follow the regulations required by law. The
requirements for final review were read through at the last hearing. The
forthcoming deeds / documents will not hold up the subdivision portion. Michael
Kravetz asked, given the lack of traction with family, if he had ever considered just
walking away from the project. No, he has not, because it's what his father
wanted, to keep it in the family, and it was also decided through the courts to see it
through. Mark is open to healing relationships. This subdivision process actually
began 3-4 years ago, so Mark is grateful to be at this point of a final plan review.
The board feels they have enough information to make a decision. A written
decision letter will follow within 45-days, but it won't take that long. The written
decision will be sent to Mark, Doug and Henry. The appeal process was explained
to Mark, and the information is noted at the end of the decision letter itself,
Motion by Tim Reynolds to close the hearing. The motion was seconded by
Woody Rouse — APPROVED.
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OTHER BUSINESS & UPDATES

Mike Johnston shared information from Heidi Britch-Valenta that the FEMA flood
plain mappers are coming in to re-do the maps and at some point will come before
the DRB. No timeframe was given, but possibly in the next few months.

The bylaw modernization grant that Highgate is part of is moving ahead. 'There
will be meetings with the Planning Commission and NRPC, possibly in January
and February,

A community conversion on housing will be taking place in St. Albans on
November 17t in support of the bylaw modernization grant,

There was discussion on other town projects in the works.

Mike will also be attending an upcoming Selectboard meeting to provide an update

to that board on all things zoning in Highgate &).

ELIBERATIVE SESSION

Motion by Rick Trombley to enter into deliberative session @ 6:42pm. The motion
was seconded by Tim Reynolds - APPROVED,

Motion by Rick Trombley to exit deliberative session @ 7:08pm. The motion was
seconded by Tim Reynolds ~ APPROVED.,

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Rick Trombley to adjourn the meeting @ 7:08pm. The motion was
seconded by Woody Rouse —- APPROVED,
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