November 29, 2024
Paws for Thought Walk Through; 9 Gore Road; Highgate VT
Library Trustees Present: Amy Rainville, Chelsea Pigeon, Rebecca Manning, Virginia Holiman

General Public Present: Sheryl Wilkins

The site visit began at 2:00pm. Sheryl explained the happenstance of how the town came to be
looking at purchasing this property. She first inquired with former Town Administrator Sharon
Bousquet to see if the town would be interested in purchasing the property but was told that was
not a likely option at the time. She was then contacted by a private citizen about a purchase price,
but after providing a price, that did not move forward. She was most recently contacted by the
Chair of the Select Board, Vern Brosky Ill. It is her understanding that the town is interested in the
building as a future location for the library.

There was discussion by those in attendance, and many measurements taken by library Director,
Christine Walton. There are concerns about the tight timeline (decision by December 31), total
square footage (important to have enough room for a collection and a community room to support
the current needs as well as those of the future), purchasing another new property, cost and time to
bring to code, unlevel/multi-level floors, how to utilize upstairs space, electric upstairs is not to
code, limited parking & state right of way/state owns in front (much of current parking lot), stairs to
access upstairs are outside, basement is not useable & general basement access, general
structural integrity of building and foundation is presumed to be adequate, but it ultimately
unknown.

The meeting/site visit was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Manning



